
Football attend this event.  The 
volleyball parents will meet in the gym 
and football parents in Mr. Adam’s 
room.  
*ALL High School athletes MUST get 
a physical BEFORE they are allowed 
to practice. The Student/Parent Consent 
Form MUST be signed by both the 
athlete and a parent BEFORE the 
student may play in a game. 
 

BUS ROUTES 
Our bus routes are continuing to 
change and be added to as students 
have moved into the district.  We will 
plan to have our routes organized and 
parents contacted approximately 
August 10th.  
 

Throughout the school year, please 
notify your bus driver by 6:30 a.m. if 
your child will not be riding the bus.  
When you have advanced knowledge 
your child will NOT be riding the bus, 
contact the school and leave a message 
for the driver. 

Alexandria Area Route 
Janelle Heiserman 

402-749-4450 or 402-300-1704 
Fairbury Area Route 

Tonya Griffin 
402-300-0252 or 402-300-1722 

Ohiowa/Tobias Area Route 
Elizabeth Noel 

402-243-2292 or 402-300-1708 
Western/Daykin Area Route 

Charles Houser 
402-446-7407 or 402-300-1707 

 
*We also continue to look for 
additional drivers.  If you or know of 
someone interested in driving the 
school bus please call the school and 
visit with Mr. Kort.  We would like 
to add an additional route to help 
with times and accommodate the 
needs of our students.  If you are 
only interested in subbing please let 
us know that as well.  We will have 
some added time on a few routes 
compared to last year.   
 

ACTIVITY PASSES 
Activity passes are available this year 
at the following prices:  Adults = $40; 

WELCOME BACK 
Meridian is happy to welcome everyone 
back for the 2023-2024 school year.  In a 
few weeks we will have the students 
back in the building and will hear the 
conversations and all the stories of the 
summer activities.  I enjoy seeing the 
students and observing their growth and 
maturity over the summer.  It is a fun 
experience.   
 

Currently we are anticipating a slightly 
higher enrollment from last year with a 
total around 220. 
 

We want to welcome our new members 
to the Meridian Family: 
3rd grade - Tara Miller, 6th grade - Amy 
Schramm, Title I - Conner Cogswell, 
Social Studies - Noah Temme, Head 
Cook – Gina Schafer. 
 

JUNIOR HIGH SPORTS 
With our projected enrollment of 20 boys 
and 17 girls for Junior High we are 
encouraging all students to consider this 
opportunity to be a part of the Junior 
High athletic program.  We continue to 
work on scheduling games and practices 
to help students have minimal conflicts 
with these events.  This is a great 
opportunity for your child to try a sport 
and be a part of a team. 
*ALL 7th grade students and Junior High 
athletes MUST get a physical BEFORE 
they are allowed to practice. The 
Student/Parent Consent Form MUST be 
signed by both the athlete and a parent 
BEFORE the student may play in a 
game. 
 

FALL ACTIVITIES PARENTS’ 
MEETING (Students in grades 9 -12)  
The Fall Activities Parents’ meeting is 
scheduled for Monday, August 14th at 
7:00 p.m. after Meridian’s Open House. 
We are asking all parents of students 
who will be involved in Volleyball or 

K-12 = $30; Golden Passes (over 65) = 
Free.  Please contact Trish Endorf at the 
school for your pass, 402-446-7265. 
 

** Gate prices will be $6 for adults and 
$4 for students. 

Board of Education 
Meridian Public Schools 

District – 48-0303 
Daykin, Nebraska, 68338 

Monday, July 10, 2023 
 

Regular July 10, 2023 Meeting 

Meridian Public School Board of 
Education met on July 10, 2023, as per 
notice in the Fairbury Journal-News. 
 

President Bartels called the meeting to 
order at 6:36 p.m.  The open meeting law 
information was presented. 
 

Roll call was taken: Barton – present, 
Niederklein – present, Sobotka – present, 
Rut – present, and Bartels – 
present.  Also present were 
Superintendent Kort, Principal Drees, 
and Principal Hull.  Scheer arrived at 
6:41 p.m. 
 

Nothing new was added to the agenda. 
 

No comments were heard from the 
public. 
 

Sobotka moved and Barton seconded to 
approve the consent agenda as presented. 
A. Minutes of the Monday, June 19, 

2023 Regular Meeting 
B. District Financial Report 
C. Activity Fund Report 
D. Hot Lunch Fund Report 
E. Bills     

Vote taken:  Barton – aye, Niederklein – 
aye, Sobotka – aye, Rut – aye, Scheer – 
aye, and Bartels – aye. Motion passed 6-0. 
 
Principal Drees and Principal Hull 
presented the Curriculum Report to the 
Board. 
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Mission Statement:  
Meridian Public  Schools will educate all students in a safe, nurturing environment while challenging them to develop their integrity, knowledge, and unique talents to become responsible, productive citizens. 
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Hail to the varsity…  Cheer them along the way…   

Change in Position: 
• Shawn Pohlmann- Media Specialist  

 

The first day of school is Wednesday, 
August 16th. There will be a 1:30 PM 
DISMISSAL. Thursday will be a 
normal school day from 8:10 AM - 3:42 
PM. We dismiss at 3:12 PM on 
Fridays.  
 

Thank you for choosing Meridian 
Public Schools this year! We are 
looking forward to a fantastic year of 
new opportunities and learning. Please 
let us know if there is anything we can 
do to serve you better. 

-Leslie Drees 

As we approach the beginning of the 
school year, I am excited to welcome 
students back to the building! We have 
been working this summer to prepare 
for an awesome school year. Sports 
teams have been attending camps and 
gearing up for next year. Football has 
just wrapped up their summer camp and 
are making preparations for their first 
practices.  
 

High School practices begin on August 
7th. Students participating in volleyball 
or football must have a completed 
physical on file with the school before 
the first practice. Any students who will 
participate in an athletic event must 
have a physical on file in order to 
participate.  
 

As we begin the competition season, I 
want to encourage everyone to be 
welcoming hosts for the events we hold 
here at Meridian and gracious guests 
for events at other schools. Let’s 
support our athletes and make Meridian 
a great environment for the contests and 
games we host! 
 

In grades 7-12, we currently have an 
enrollment of 98. We will hold our 
Open House on Monday, August 14th 
at 5:00 p.m. The first day of school is 
Wednesday, August 16 with a 1:30 p.m. 
dismissal.  
 

Let’s have a great start to the 2023-
2024 school year!  

-Alex Hull 
 
 

Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, Rut 
– aye, Scheer – abstain, and Bartels – 
aye. Motion passed 5-0. 
 

Rut moved and Scheer seconded to 
approve Policy 4003B – Drug Use for 
Drivers.  Vote taken:  Barton – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, Rut 
– aye, Scheer – aye, and Bartels – aye. 
Motion passed 6-0. 
 

Sobotka moved and Barton seconded to 
approve Policy 4059 – Behavioral and 
Mental Health Training.  Vote taken:  
Barton – aye, Niederklein – aye, 
Sobotka – aye, Rut – aye, Scheer – aye, 
and Bartels – aye. Motion passed 6-0. 
 

Principal Drees and Principal Hull 
presented the Principal’s Report to the 
Board. 
 

Superintendent Kort presented the 
Superintendent’s Report to the Board. 
 

The next Regular Meeting was set for 
Monday, August 21, 2023, beginning at 
6:30 p.m.  
 

Scheer moved and Barton seconded to 
adjourn at 7:30 p.m. Vote taken:  
Barton – aye, Niederklein – aye, 
Sobotka – aye, Rut – aye, Scheer – aye, 
and Bartels – aye. Motion passed 6-0. 

Jamie Niederklein,  

Secretary Meridian District #48-0303 
Welcome to the 2023-2024 school 
year. It is an exciting time of the year 
as we are preparing to have students 
back in the building. Be sure to join us 
for our Open House on August 14th at 
5:00 PM. You can grab some food, 
meet your teachers, and bring your 
supplies. Offices will be open if you 
need to drop off papers or money for 
lunch accounts. 
 

This school year we are excited to 
welcome some new staff: 
• Conner Cogswell- Title I 
• Alex Hull- Secondary Principal and 

AD 
• Tara Miller- 3rd grade 
• Gina Schafer– Head Cook 
• Amy Schramm- 6th grade 
• Noah Temme- Secondary Social 

Studies 

President Bartels opened the Annual 
Public Hearing on Student Fees, Parent 
Involvement, and Bullying Policies.  
Superintendent Kort gave an update on 
the Student Fees Policy, Parent 
Involvement Policy, and Anti-Bullying 
Policy.  President Bartels closed the 
Public Hearing. 
 

Barton moved and Rut seconded to 
appoint Superintendent Kort as the 
administrator of the Federal and State 
Programs. Vote taken:  Barton – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, Rut – 
aye, Scheer – aye, and Bartels – aye. 
Motion passed 6-0. 
 

Niederklein moved and Barton seconded 
to approve Policy 5416 – Student Fees 
Policy.  Vote taken:  Barton – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, Rut – 
aye, Scheer – aye, and Bartels – aye. 
Motion passed 6-0. 
 

Scheer moved and Barton seconded to 
approve Policy 6400 – Parent 
Involvement Policy. Vote taken:  Barton 
– aye, Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, 
Rut – aye, Scheer – aye, and Bartels – 
aye. Motion passed 6-0. 
 

Sobotka moved and Scheer seconded to 
approve Policy 5415 – Anti-Bullying 
Policy.   Vote taken:  Barton – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, Rut – 
aye, Scheer – aye, and Bartels – aye. 
Motion passed 6-0. 
 

Rut moved and Niederklein seconded to 
approve Policy 5420 – Dating Violence.  
Vote taken:  Barton – aye, Niederklein – 
aye, Sobotka – aye, Rut – aye, Scheer – 
aye, and Bartels – aye. Motion passed 6-0. 
 

Principal Drees and Principal Hull 
presented updates, changes and drafts of 
the 2023-2024 Student Handbooks. 
 

Barton moved and Scheer seconded to 
approve Policy 3039 – Threat 
Assessment and Response.  Vote taken:  
Barton – aye, Niederklein – aye, Sobotka 
– aye, Rut – aye, Scheer – aye, and 
Bartels – aye. Motion passed 6-0. 
 

Sobotka moved and Rut seconded to 
approve Policy 3001 – Budget and 
Property Tax Limits.  Vote taken:  
Barton – aye, Niederklein – aye, Sobotka 
– aye, Rut – aye, Scheer – aye, and 
Bartels – aye. Motion passed 6-0. 
Niederklein moved and Barton seconded 
to approve Policy 3033 – Textbook 
Lending.  Vote taken:  Barton – aye, 

“The Dish” 
with Drees 

Principally Speaking 
With Mr. Hull 



   Onward to victory…       May they win again today… 
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Welcome to August!  School is just 
around the corner.  I hope that 
everyone has had a pleasant and 
relaxing summer.   
 

7-12 REGISTRATION DAY:  
Schedules will be mailed out the last 
week of July.  One side will have the 
student’s schedule and the other the 
school schedule, allowing students to 
see which class they would like to take.  
Drop/Add and New Student 
Registration is scheduled for Thursday, 
August 10th, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Students and parents can stop by during 
this time to enroll or make changes to 
an existing schedule. If you need to 
schedule another time to meet, please 
call Ms. Hermsmeier or high school 
secretary, Kathy Houser. You may also 
email Ms. Hermsmeier at 
lhermsmeier@meridianmustangs.org 
with any drop/add changes.  Students 
will also be able to drop and add the 
first week of school.  In addition, you 
can pick up your computer August 10th 
by bringing your deposit to Trish and 
your receipt and technology form to the 
library. 
 

ACT – JUNIORS/SENIORS:  
Incoming Juniors and Seniors: It’s time 
to be thinking about the ACT! ACT has 
added dates for this upcoming fall.  For 
those of you interested in taking the 
September ACT, note that you must 
register before school begins in August. 
Go to actstudent.org to register. For 
those in need of a fee waiver, contact 
Ms. Hermsmeier.  
 

Seniors – for college admission and 
scholarships, December test is the last 
test most colleges will accept.  Keep 
that in mind when thinking about 
taking the ACT, as you will want to 
give yourself time to retake the test if 
needed. 

COUNSELOR’S CONNECTION 
by 

Lisa Hermsmeier 

2023-2024 ACT National Test Dates: 
Registration   
 Deadline FOR Test Date 
Aug. 4, 2023 Sept. 9, 2023 
Sept. 22, 2023 Oct. 28, 2023 
Nov. 3, 2023 Dec. 9, 2023 
Jan. 5, 2024 Feb. 10, 2024 
March 8, 2024 April 13, 2024 
May 3, 2024 June 8, 2024 
June 7, 2024 July 13, 2024 

 

Questions/Concerns?  
Contact Lisa Hermsmeier at 
lhermsmeier@meridianmustangs.org 
or (402)446-7265 ext.1253. 
 

NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION/ 

DROP AND ADD 
PLEASE NOTE: New Student 
Registration and Drop and Add is on 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 10TH, 2023, 
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. A packet 
with information and forms to start 
the 2023-2024 school year was sent to 
Meridian secondary students. 
Included in the packet is information 
regarding hot lunch, Free/Reduced 
Application forms, laptop check out 
forms, and student schedules. All 7-
12 grade students are encouraged to 
bring their completed forms, check or 
cash deposit, and pick up their 
computer on August 10th, 2023. 
 

2023-2024 HOT LUNCH PRICING 
If your household does not qualify for 
free or reduced meals, you will need 
to pay full price (Breakfast: 
Elementary - $1.40, 7-12 grade - 
$1.65, Adult - $2.25; Lunch: 
Elementary - $2.70, 7-12 grade - 
$2.80, Adult - $3.75).  Please bring 
all lunch and milk money to Trish in 
the main office. If you are paying 
with a check, please make it payable 
to “Meridian Hot Lunch” and kept 
separate from all other payments.  
 

If you have any questions, please 
contact either Mr. Hull (402-446-
7265 extension 1264) or Kathy 
Houser (402-446-7265 extension 3). 

 
2023-2024 PHYSICALS 

Kindergarten students, 7th Grade 
students, foreign exchange students, 
and students who move to our district 
from out of state are required to have 
State school immunization 
requirements met and Nebraska 
physicals. In addition to a physical, 
Kindergarten, foreign exchange 

students, and students who move to our 
district from out of state will need an eye 
exam. ALL Student athletes (Grades 7-
12) and cheerleaders  MUST HAVE  a 
Pre-participation Physical including 
the Evaluation Medical Eligibility  
Form completed and signed by a  doctor 
practicing in the United States 
BEFORE they are allowed to practice. 
A signed NSAA Parent and Student 
Consent form will need to be 
submitted along with the physical. 
Student athletes are NOT  allowed to 
play without a completed consent 
form on file at the school. 
 

Physical forms can be found at the 
District Office of Meridian Public 
Schools, or on the NSAA website 
(nsaa.home).  If you have any 
questions, please contact Trish Endorf 
at 402-446-7265 extension 2. 
 

Meridian Student Council  
We are thrilled to introduce the dedicated 
members of our Student Council for the 
academic year 2023-2024!  
 

Meet the Officer Team! 
President: McKenzie Hofstetter  

Vice President: Taelyn Filipi  
Secretary: Kymber Schwisow 

Treasurer: Braxtyn Rut  
Public Relations/Historian:  

Jaylee Sobotka 
 

Meet the Members!  
Seniors: Mario Escobar, Evelyn 
Woitalewicz; Sophomores: Colby 
Smith, Kyan Sones; Freshman: Kendall 
Filipi; Junior High: Lani Lutjemeyer. 
 

Upcoming Events!  
On August 18th, 2023 the Student 
Council is hosting the Back to School 
Bash. The dance will start at 6:30 pm 
and end at 7:30 pm. Grades 7th - 12th 
are welcomed. There will be hotdogs, 
chips and pop available for one dollar. 
Hope to see everyone there! Stay tuned 
for our upcoming events and 
announcements! 

Meridian Student Council  
 

Daykin Community 
Garage Sales 

The Daykin Community Garage Sales 
have been scheduled for Thursday, 
August 10, from 2 p.m. - 7 p.m. and 
Friday, August 11, from 9 a.m. - 7 
p.m.  Maps with locations and items for 
sale will be available at the Daykin 
Country Store and all participating 
locations.   

mailto:lhermsmeier@meridianmustangs.org


   We’ll give a cheer for the varsity…     Long may they reign supreme … 

Page 4                Meridian Public School, District 48-0303                          August, 2023 

 



   Shout ‘til the echoes ring…    For the glory of our team!    
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   Go Mustangs!    
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   Go Mustangs!    
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   Go Mustangs!    
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   Go Mustangs!    
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   Go Mustangs!    

Page 10                           Meridian Public School, District 48-0303                                     August, 2023



Husker Rehab                     
504 E St. 
Fairbury, NE 
402.729.2639 
www.huskerrehab.com 
 

   Go Mustangs!    
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   Go Mustangs!    
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