
MERIDIAN COMMUNITY FITNESS 
CENTER 
The Meridian Community Fitness 
Center needs your continued assistance 
in keeping the facility organized and 
clean.  Please continue to put weights, 
dumbbells, and equipment away when 
your workout is complete.  The facility 
is available to members 24-7, so please 
keep each other in mind when 
completing your workout. 
 

SCHOOL CLOSING INFORMATION 
If Meridian Public Schools should 
decide to delay or close school due to 
inclement weather, we will utilize our 
SchoolMessenger Instant Parent 
Contact program.  This program will 
allow us to communicate directly to 
parents, students, and staff via phone 
and/or email.  If you are not receiving 
messages via SchoolMessenger, we 
will need to update your contact 
information.  In the event of an early 
out due to inclement weather, we will 
also contact the news media as soon as 
possible.  The media outlets we will 
contact are as follows: 

KLKN-TV / Lincoln 
KHAS-TV / Hastings 

KOLN/KGIN-TV  
Lincoln/Grand Island 

KUTT/KGMT    
99.5 FM / 1310 AM Radio  

 

Board of Education 
Meridian Public Schools 

District – 48-0303 
Daykin, Nebraska, 68338 

Monday, December 19, 2022 
 

Regular December 19, 2022 Meeting 

Meridian Public School Board of 
Education met on December 19, 2022, 
as per notice in the Fairbury Journal-
News. 
 

President Bartels called the meeting to 
order at 6:02 p.m.  The open meeting 
law information was presented. 
 

Roll call was taken: Vorderstrasse – 
present, Niederklein – present, Sobotka– 
present, Rut – present, and Bartels – 

Welcome 2023! 
The year 2022 has finished strong, our 
school year is half over, and everything 
is moving right along.  The start of 2023 
will be a little different as Mr. Scott is 
retiring. We wish him nothing but the 
best and thank him for his help over the 
years at Meridian Public School.  Ms. 
Drees, Ms. Hermsmeier, myself, and the 
entire staff will work hard to not miss a 
beat as we finish the second semester and 
begin searching for his replacement.  
 

I hope everyone has taken some time to 
share with family and friends over the 
holidays.  The middle of last week was 
one of those snows where it is almost 
perfect, the light fluffy snow and 
minimal wind (for one day) and I hope 
everyone was able to enjoy and has one 
of those Holiday moments to cherish.  
 

The instrumental and vocal concerts for 
the elementary and high school were held 
in early December. What a SUPERB job 
on all performances.  Thank you, 
students, Ms. Drees, and Mrs. Halama.  
 

WINTER SPORTS 
We are entering our 6th week of winter 
sports. Even though it seems like we are 
just starting, we have about 7 weeks until 
state wrestling and district basketball.  
Please come out and support out student 
athletes as they work hard to represent 
Meridian.  During break the basketball 
teams will host the first round of the 
Holiday basketball tournament, 
December 29, and will face Deshler with 
JV games beginning at 4:00. December 
30th will be the finals at Deshler. Game 
times are pending the results of 
Thursday’s games.  The wrestlers will be 
traveling to Geneva on the 30th as the 
meet will begin at 9:00 AM. 

present.  Also present were 
Superintendent Kort and Principal Scott. 
 

Nothing new was added to the agenda. 
 

Sobotka moved and Niederklein 
seconded to excuse Scheer from the 
meeting. Vote taken:  Vorderstrasse – 
aye, Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, 
Rut – aye, and Bartels – aye.  Motion 
passed 5-0.  
 

No comments were heard from the 
public. 
 

Vorderstrasse moved and Rut seconded 
to approve the consent agenda as 
presented. 
A. Minutes of the Monday, November 

21, 2022 Regular Meeting 
B. District Financial Report 
C. Activity Fund Report 
D. Hot Lunch Fund Report 
E. Bills     

Vote taken:  Vorderstrasse – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, Rut – 
aye, and Bartels – aye.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 

Principal Scott presented the Curriculum 
Report to the Board. 
 

Principal Scott reviewed the results of 
the annual report that is being released 
following the state assessments. 
 

Superintendent Kort discussed the 
Multicultural Report and had lesson plan 
information available for review. 
 

Superintendent Kort gave an update on 
the ESSER funds the District has 
received. 
 

The 5000’s policies were presented to the 
Board and reviewed.  Vorderstrasse 
moved and Sobotka seconded to approve 
the 5000’s policies. Vote taken:  
Vorderstrasse – aye, Niederklein – aye, 
Sobotka – aye, Rut – aye, and Bartels – 
aye.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 

Principal Scott presented the Principal’s 
Report to the Board. 
 

Sobotka moved and Niederklein 
seconded to accept, with regrets, the 
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Mission Statement:  
Meridian Public  Schools will educate all students in a safe, nurturing environment while challenging them to develop their integrity, knowledge, and unique talents to become responsible, productive citizens. 
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Hail to the varsity…  Cheer them along the way…   

Teachers continue to document close 
reading practice for grades K-12 and 
number sense strategies for grades PreK
-6.  These are part of the strategies that 
are in place that have and continue to 
help improve student achievement. 
 

At the end of November, I submitted 
my resignation as Meridian principal to 
Mr. Kort and the Board of Education 
effective at the end of December. Due 
to some personal family issues, it is 
necessary for me to be closer to home. 
The 1 1/2-hour commute makes it 
difficult for me to be close to home for 
emergencies. Also, my grandkids are 
starting to be of school age and having 
activities that I am missing due to 
commitments here at school. I have 
been in some form of education for the 
past 40 years: in the classroom teaching 
music and drama for 14 years, teaching 
in group homes and shelters for 8 years, 
and as an administrator for the past 18 
years.  I’m planning on working from 
home, or at least close to home. This 
was a difficult decision, but one I 
needed to make for myself and my 
family. Thanks to the Board of 
Education, Mr. Kort, teachers and staff, 
and members of the Meridian 
community for your support.  I wish 
Meridian nothing but the best for the 
future, and thank you all for the past 8 
1/2 years. #GoMustangs!!! 

Seniors:  
* Many seniors are beginning to 

finalize their college plans. Seniors 
should be done at this point with 
applying to their top college choices. 
If they have not done so, they need to 
complete their college applications as 
soon as possible! The deadlines for 
certain scholarship applications are 
coming due.  

* Local scholarship applications will be 
available at the end of the month. 
Please note that one of the biggest 
state scholarships is the Susan Buffett 
Scholarship (due February 1st). A 
link to this scholarship and all others 
are found on the “Counselor” link of 
the school website.  

* Scholarships, scholarships, 
scholarships.  Make an account at 
ScholarshipQuest to find Nebraska-

Congratulations to the one act cast, 
crew, and director Rene’ Scheer for 
being named District Champion and 
qualifying for the state contest in 
Norfolk.  Meridian finished in 6th place 
at state, only one point out of 5th place. 
 

The holiday concerts were well 
attended. The students and directors, 
Mrs. Halama and Ms. Drees did a 
wonderful job getting us in the holiday 
mood.  
 

The Reindeer Run was held Saturday, 
December 17. Thank you to all who 
donated and participated, we couldn’t 
have been successful without you. 
Thanks to Mrs. Davis and the 
Elementary StuCo who put in many 
hours to make this event a realization. 
 

I wanted to share the NSCAS / ACT 
results from last year- now that the 
embargo has been lifted by NDE. In 
ALL  grade levels & all curricular 
areas, Meridian EXCEEDED state 
proficiency scores. That has been part 
of our past measurement goals. 
 

Congratulations to ALL of our 
teachers, staff, and students! This was a 
concerted effort beginning in PreK all 
the way through high school. 
 

Percent Proficiency Spring 2022 
            State     Elem     JH/HS    
ELA     47% 53% 60%     
Math 46% 48% 50% 
Science 66% 83% 76% 
 

ACT State Juniors 
ELA 46% 53% 
Math 44% 53% 
Science 48% 58% 
 

Overall Ranking: 
Elementary - Good 
Junior High - Great 
High School - Good 
 

Elementary students and staff were 
supposed to travel to Fairbury on 
Wednesday, December 21, to see a 
movie at the Bonham Theater to 
celebrate the end of the semester. Due 
to the freezing temperatures and icy 
conditions, the movie was postponed 
until Friday, January 6.  
 

First semester teacher observations 
have been completed. There are nine 
teachers who have been at Meridian 3 
years or less who will have a second 
observation during the third quarter. 
 

resignation of Principal Harold Scott 
from Meridian Public Schools effective 
December 31, 2022.  Vote taken:  
Vorderstrasse – aye, Niederklein – aye, 
Sobotka – aye, Rut – aye, and Bartels – 
aye.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 

Superintendent Kort presented the 
Superintendent’s Report to the Board. 
 

Evaluation forms for Superintendent 
Kort were reviewed. The Board felt that 
Superintendent Kort meets or exceeds 
expectations in all four performance 
objectives that include budget, 
communication, positive school culture, 
and instructional leadership. 
 

Next Meeting was set for Monday, 
January 16, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.  
 

Vorderstrasse moved and Sobotka 
seconded to go into closed session to 
discuss the negotiations of duties 
following the resignation of Principal 
Scott.   
 

Bartels stated that it was moved and 
seconded to go in to closed session at 
6:45 p.m. to discuss the negotiations of 
duties following the resignation of 
Principal Scott.  Vote taken:  
Vorderstrasse – aye, Niederklein – aye, 
Sobotka – aye, Rut – aye, and Bartels – 
aye.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 

The Board came out of closed session at 
7:13 p.m. 
 

Vorderstrasse moved and Rut seconded 
to adjourn at 7:14 p.m. Vote taken:  
Vorderstrasse – aye, Niederklein – aye, 
Sobotka – aye, Rut – aye, and Bartels – 
aye.  Motion passed 5-0. 

Jamie Niederklein,  
Secretary Meridian District #48-0303 

Student Count for 2022-2023  
(as of 12-19-22) 

PreK 11   7th 18  
Kindergarten   11  8th 12  
1st 21   9th  20  
2nd 16  10th 19  
3rd 12 -1  11th 12   
4th 18   12th 20  
5th 16 -1 101 
6th 16    
 121 -2   
Grand Total    222 - 2 

COUNSELOR’S CONNECTION 
by 

Lisa Hermsmeier 

Mustang MEMO 
Mr. Harold Scott 



haven’t already filed the FAFSA. 
Priority filing dates will soon be 
approaching! For those of you how 
have already completed the FAFSA, 
expect financial aid award notifications 
soon from the colleges you listed on 
your FAFSA. The notifications will 
detail the financial aid assistance the 
colleges are offering (could be a 
combination of scholarships, grants, 
work-study, and student loans). 
 

Please feel free to contact me with any 
questions or concerns. Thank you!  
Lisa Hermsmeier; PreK-12 Guidance; 
lhermsmeier@meridianmustangs.org 
402-446-7265 ext 1253 

   Onward to victory…       May they win again today… 
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based awards, and also check out the 
counselor website for the ones that Ms. 
Hermsmeier has received. 

* Please check my counselor website 
and senior classroom often for 
scholarship updates! Seniors, see 
additional information regarding the 
FAFSA below!  

 

Juniors:  
* Juniors interested in taking the ACT 

should sign up to take the February 
11th, April 15th, or June 10th test. When 
making ACT plans, juniors should 
know that they will also be taking the 
ACT free of charge at school in March 
as a part of state testing. For all ACT 
tests other than the school test, go to 
www.actsutdent.org to register. If you 
qualify for Free & Reduced meals, you 
may be able to use a Fee Waiver 
(please see Ms. Hermsmeier for 
details).  

* Juniors will also have the option to 
take the ACCUPLACER test at the 
beginning of this semester (previously 
known as the COMPASS test). The 
ACCUPLACER test is similar to the 
ACT but is used more as a college 
placement test for many two-year 
schools.  Please sign up with Ms. 
Hermsmeier if you are interested.  

* Parents… please note that Girls and 
Boys State applications will be out 
next month. If your child is interested 
in attending this weeklong event next 
summer, make sure they submit their 
applications. 

 

Campus Visits:  
* Seniors and parents: You are 

encouraged to make any remaining 
campus visits in January if possible to 
schools you are seriously considering 
attending in the fall of 2023.  

* Juniors and parents: Don’t forget that 
you are allowed two excused absences 
during your junior year to go on a 
campus visit! Arrangements should be 
made through Ms. Hermsmeier for 
campus visits and student sign out 
sheets.  

* Forms with sample questions are 
available in the counselors office. 

 

Seniors, complete your FAFSA:  
Seniors… if you haven’t done so 
already, it’s time to complete the 
FAFSA! The FAFSA (Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid) is the 
application for state, federal and college-
specific financial aid. Contact Ms. 
Hermsmeier for more information if you 

HEAD COOK 
MERIDIAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS is 

searching for applicants to fill the 
head cook position.  This position  

offers .75 health insurance and  
retirement benefits.   Duties include 
ordering and planning school meals 

to meet state and federal  
requirements, daily cooking and  
delivery.  The head position will 
begin in late summer 2023.  This  

person would have a training  
opportunity starting this spring. 

Please visit the District Office to pick 
up an application or email Mr. Kort at 

rkort@meridianmustangs.org   
Meridian Public Schools is accepting 

applications until the position is 
filled.  This position is subject to a 

veteran's preference/ EOE . 

mailto:rkort@meridianmustangs.org


   We’ll give a cheer for the varsity…     Long may they reign supreme … 
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   Shout ‘til the echoes ring…    For the glory of our team!    

Page 5                           Meridian Public School, District 48-0303                                    January, 2023



   Go Mustangs!    
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   Go Mustangs!    

Page 7                           Meridian Public School, District 48-0303                                    January, 2023

  



   Go Mustangs!    
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Husker Rehab                     
504 E St. 
Fairbury, NE 
402.729.2639 
www.huskerrehab.com 
 


