
SUMMER SCHOOL DATES: 
Meridian Public Schools is once more 
holding a summer school session. The 
dates students will be attending this 
session are as follows: 
June 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22, 28, 29 
July 12, 19 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE:  
On June 7, 2022, at 12:30 p.m., a 
meeting conducted by Meridian Public 
School will take place in Room 113 at 
Meridian Public School. The purpose 
of the meeting will be to provide an 
opportunity for parents and 
representatives of nonpublic schools to 
participate in the development of a plan 
for providing special education services 
to children with disabilities who attend 
nonpublic schools and home-schools 
which are within the Meridian Public 
School district for the 2022-2023 
school year. Parents of a homeschooled 
child or a child attending a nonpublic 
school that has been, or may be, 
identified with a disability and attend a 
nonpublic school within the boundaries 
of Meridian Public School, are urged to 
attend. If you have further questions 
pertaining to this meeting, please 
contact Randy Kort at 402-446-7265. 

 

Board of Education 
Meridian Public Schools 

District – 48-0303 
Daykin, Nebraska, 68338 
Monday, May 16, 2022 

 

Regular May 16, 2022 Meeting  
6:30 P.M. 

Meridian Public School Board of 
Education met on May 16, 2022, as per 
notice in the Fairbury Journal-News. 
 

President Bartels called the meeting to 
order at 6:31 p.m.  The open meeting 
law information was presented.   
 

Roll call was taken:  Vorderstrasse – 
present, Niederklein – present, Sobotka 
– present, Rut – present, and Bartels – 
present.  Also present were 
Superintendent Kort and Principal 
Scott. 

It is hard to believe but the 2021-2022 
school year has concluded and Meridian 
is proud to have graduated 18 students 
(including 3 exchange students) this past 
month.  We wish nothing but the best for 
our graduates as they begin the next steps 
of their lives.  I would like to add an 
additional personal touch on this.  
Having both of my daughters graduate 
from Meridian has been a true honor.  I 
feel both Andi and Ally have had so 
many opportunities and have been 
prepared for the next steps in life with 
the experience they encountered here at 
Meridian.  We have a great staff here at 
Meridian and will continue to work on 
improving ourselves to give all students 
the best opportunities for success.  
 

The beginning of summer is always a fun 
and great time of the year.  I enjoy 
driving along the countryside and 
watching the crops starting to grow - 
knowing in a matter of weeks the corn 
will be knee high - and seeing the 
landscape change.  It is always great to 
see the green fields and pastures 
especially with the rain we have recently 
received. I just hope we are able to enjoy 
some more rain later in June and July. 
 

State track was held on May 20th and 21st 
with Kaylee Pribyl winning the pole 
vault while setting a new school record at 
11’. She also placed 5th in the long jump 
with a jump of 16’5.  Meridian was very 
well represented with 10 girls qualifying 
and 2 boys.  We had a total of 30 boys 
and girls out for track and ended up 
qualifying 12 athletes for state.  That is 
remarkable.   
 

Please continue to support our students 
during the summer as the baseball and 
softball seasons have begun and will 
continue through June and early July. 
 

Nothing new was added to the agenda. 
 

Rut moved and Niederklein seconded to 
excuse Scheer from the meeting.  Vote 
taken:  Vorderstrasse – aye, Niederklein 
– aye, Sobotka – aye, Rut – aye, and 
Bartels – aye.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 

No comments were made by the public. 
 

Vorderstrasse moved and Sobotka 

seconded to approve the consent agenda 

as presented. 

A. Minutes of Monday, April 18, 2022, 
Regular Meeting 

B. District Financial Report 
C. Activity Fund Report 
D. Hot Lunch Fund Report 
E. Bills 

Vote taken: Vorderstrasse – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, Rut – 
aye, and Bartels – aye.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 

Curriculum report:  
• Mr. Nore is updating the social 

studies curriculum, beginning with 
the government class. 

 

Mr. Kort recognized the State Track 
qualifiers. There are 10 girls and 2 boys 
who qualified. 
 

Mr. Kort informed the Board that the bid 
for milk from Highland Dairy has 
increased by 7 cents to 35 cents per 
carton. Meridian goes together with other 
schools in the area to get a better price 
per carton.  The schools involved are 
Diller-Odell, Fairbury, Meridian, 
Milford, Tri County, Wymore, and 
Wilber-Clatonia.  Vorderstrasse moved 
and Rut seconded to approve the bid for 
milk for the 2022-2023 school year.  
Vote taken:  Vorderstrasse – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, Rut – 
aye, and Bartels – aye.  Motion passed 5-
0. 
 

Mr. Kort reviewed the Policy 5000s with 
the Board. 
 

Principal’s Report: 
• Student counts – 113 in elementary, 

93 in high school, 3 exchange 
students for a total of 209 students. 
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Hail to the varsity…  Cheer them along the way…   

Seniors last day was Monday, May 9. 
They were treated to grilled steaks 
through our beef program, prepared by 
grill master Mike Hofstetter.  The 
senior trip was on Tuesday, with 
graduation practice and lunch on 
Wednesday.  Graduation was held 
Saturday, May 14 at 2pm.  
 

District track was Thursday, May 12.  
Congratulations to everyone who 
qualified for State. The State track meet 
was held Friday, May 20 and Saturday, 
May 21. Kaylee Pribyl won the pole 
vault and set a new school record at 
11’. We are proud of all of our student 
athletes who competed at state. 
 

Students’ last day was Thursday, May 
19 with a 1:30pm dismissal time.  
Teachers’ last day was Friday, May 20.  

At the graduation ceremony held on 
May 14th, I announced the local 
scholarship winners. I would like to 
thank all of the donors of these 
scholarships for so generously 
contributing to the post-secondary 
education of our students. New 
scholarships are always welcome so 
please contact the counseling office if 
you are interested in providing a 
scholarship for future classes. This is 
the list of the local scholarship winners 
for the Class of 2022. 

Meridian Partners in Education 
Scholarship: 

Erika Schwisow, Brynn Holtmeier, 
Allyson Kort 

Meridian Foundation Scholarship:  
Allyson Kort, Brynn Holtmeier, Erika 

Schwisow, Brayden Rut 
Meridian Education Association 

Scholarship:  
Allyson Kort, Erika Schwisow 

Meridian Alumni Scholarship:  
Brynn Holtmeier 

Daykin Legion & Auxiliary 
Scholarship:  

Brynn Holtmeier 
Frank & Rose Cecrle Scholarship:  

Brynn Holtmeier 
 LaVerne & Florence Schweer 

Memorial Scholarship:  
Brynn Holtmeier 

The Achiever Scholarship (Gary 
Johnson Family):  
Erika Schwisow 

Student count for 2021-2022  
As of 5-16-22 

PreK 6  7th 13 -1 +1 
Kindergarten   21  8th 17  
1st 16 +1 9th  18 
2nd 10 10th 11 
3rd 17 11th 19  
4th 16  12th 15  
5th 12  93 
6th 15  Exchange   3  
 113  96 
Grand Total    209  
NSAA 9th-11th count –  
(This year 49)(Last year 49)(2 years 
51)(3 years 58)(4 years 60)(5 years 67)
(6 years 59)(7 years 46) 
 

Junior High track completed its season 
with individuals and groups performing 
well.  
 

District music contest was held on 
April 21 and 22. Solos, small groups, 
and large groups earned superior and 
excellent ratings, including superior 
ratings for the choir and band.  
 

May 2-6 was Teacher Appreciation 
Week. We thank our staff for all the 
hard work they put in to provide an 
excellent education for our students.  
 

The spring play, “The Lion, The Witch, 
and the Wardrobe” was presented the 
weekend of May 7-8.  The play was 
well attended and the students gave 
wonderful performances. 
 

Meridian’s music program, 
“Coffeehouse Concert”, had a full 
house on Monday, May 9. Thanks to 
our patrons for supporting the arts. 
 

Isaac Thomas received the 3rd place 
trophy in the Eastern Nebraska State 
speech contest on Monday, May 9.  
Also competing at state from Meridian 
was Kendall Filipi.  
 

State NSCAS and MAP testing were 
completed as the school year wound 
down.  
 

Elementary field day was held on 
Friday. May 13. There were many 
parents, grandparents, and patrons who 
attended. A fun time was had by all. 
 

• JH track completed its season with 
individuals and groups performing 
well. 

• District music contest was held on 
April 21 and 22. Solos, small groups 
and large groups earned superior and 
excellent ratings, including superior 
ratings for the choir and band. 

• May 2-6 was Teacher Appreciation 
Week. We thank our staff for all the 
hard work they put in to provide an 
excellent education for our students. 

• The spring play, “The Lion, The 
Witch, and the Wardrobe” was 
presented the weekend of May 7-8. 
The play was well attended. 

• MS/HS music program “Coffeehouse 
Concert” had a full house on Monday, 
May 9. Thanks to our patrons for 
supporting the arts. 

• Isaac Thomas received the 3rd place 
trophy in the Eastern Nebraska State 
speech contest on Monday, May 9. 
Also competing at state from 
Meridian was Kendall Filipi. 

• State NSCAS testing was completed 
and MAP testing is winding down. 

• Elementary field day was held on 
Friday, May 13. 

• Seniors last day was Monday, May 9. 
They were treated to grilled steaks 
through our beef program, prepared 
by grill master Mike Hofstetter. The 
senior trip was on Tuesday, with 
graduation practice and lunch on 
Wednesday. Graduation was held 
Saturday, May 14 at 2pm. 

• District track was Thursday, May 12. 
Results will be shared with the Board. 
State track is scheduled for Friday, 
May 20. 

• Students’ last day is Thursday, May 
19 with a 1:30pm dismissal time. 
Teachers’ last day is Friday, May 20. 

 

Superintendent’s Report: 
• Sanding on the competition gym floor 

has begun. 
• Summer projects to be completed 

include painting the ceiling, 
bleachers, gym walls and other 
typical touch ups. 

 

The next Regular Meeting was set for 
Monday, June 20, 2022, at 6:00 p.m.  
 

Niederklein moved and Sobotka 
seconded to adjourn at 7:14 p.m. Vote 
Taken:  Vorderstrasse – aye, Niederklein 
– aye, Sobotka – aye, Rut – aye, and 
Bartels – aye.  Motion passed 5-0. 

Jamie Niederklein,  
Secretary Meridian District #48-030 

COUNSELOR’S CONNECTION 
by 

Lisa Hermsmeier 

Mustang MEMO 
Mr. Harold Scott 

Principal 



activities was the presentation of the 
Meridian Enrichment group. Group 
members included juniors: Chase 
Bartels, Kailyn Paul, Amber 
Vinsonhaler and sophomores: Kolton 
Kumpf, Kymber Schwisow, Jaala 
Stewart and Evelyn Woitalewicz. The 
Meridian Enrichment group’s 
presentation was titled Eco-Friendly 
Alternative Household Cleaners. 
Students use activities using safe 
alternative cleaning solutions such as 
vinegar and baking soda, which will 
not harm the groundwater or 
environment. The Meridian students 
presented seven, twenty-five minute 
sessions to fourth and fifth grade 
students from twenty different schools. 
Some of the schools that came, traveled 
over three hours to attend the festival. 
The Meridian Enrichment group did a 
very good job presenting. They 
represented Meridian Public School 
with class. They were complimented on 
their presentation by all of the teachers. 
This says a lot about their character and 
maturity. Congrats on a job well done!  
 

May 2022 FFA Report  
As we wrap up the 2021-2022 FFA 
year, we reflected on all the successes 
and accomplishments of our chapter 
and our members. We held our annual 
FFA banquet on May 2. We 
highlighted and honored all the 
accomplishments made by our 
members as well as our supporters, 
recognized our senior members as well 
as our retiring senior officers, and 
installed our new FFA Officers. Your 
new FFA Officers are Parliamentarian - 
Rebecca Vinsonhaler, Sentinel - RJ 
Paul, Reporter - Peyton Norine, 
Secretary - Kymber Schwisow, Vice 
President - Kailyn Paul, President - 
Bailey Holtmeier. A big 
congratulations to all the members and 
elected officers and a big thank you to 
all the parents and guests who came to 
support the members at the banquet. 
Also a thank you goes to Snappers who 
catered our delicious food. I hope 
everyone had a good 2021-2022 FFA 
Year!  
 

Meridian State Track  
Meet Qualifiers 

Congratulations to Alice Giussani, 
Kimberly Schropfer, Kailyn Paul, 
Kaylee Pribyl, Tyleiah Gooding, Emma 
Slopsema, Evelyn Woitalewicz, Saege 
Barnell, McKenzie Hofstetter, Braxtyn 

Crossroads Conference Scholarship:  
Brynn Holtmeier 

The Resilience Scholarship:  
Erika Schwisow 

MUDECAS Scholarship (David 
Endorf Sportsmanship Award):  

Kimberly Schropfer 
NHS Nebraska Community 

Bloodbank Scholarship: 
Allyson Kort 

Steven Campbell Memorial 
Scholarship 
Brayden Rut 

Peyton VanWesten Memorial 
Scholarship 

Brayden Rut and Erika Schwisow 
Otto and Betty Uher Memorial 

Scholarship 
Allyson Kort 

Class of 2020 Scholarship in Memory 
of Peyton VanWesten 

Erika Schwisow and Brynn Holtmeier 
The Kathy Houser “Pay It Forward” 

Scholarship 
Keagan Sones and Brayden Rut 

 

Odds & Ends: Final report cards have 
been mailed (if you haven’t received one, 
contact the school). Students in grades 9-
11 put in their request for classes for next 
year.  Your student should have received 
their next year’s schedule with their 
report card.  We will also send home 
their schedule this summer with 
information for the 2022-2023 school 
year.  After schedules are mailed, 
changes to your child’s 2022-2023 class 
schedule can be made in August during 
the Drop/Add day. Keep an eye on the 
August calendar for this and other 
important beginning of school dates. 
 

On Tuesday May 17, 2022, the juniors 
and sophomores from the Meridian 
Enrichment group were presenters for the 
33rd Nebraska Children’s Groundwater 
Festival at the Central Community 
College and College Park at Grand 
Island, Nebraska. The Groundwater 
Festival promotes conservation of 
groundwater quality and use by 
providing an event for water and natural 
resources professionals to teach up to 
1000 students in one day.  
 

Over 31,000 students have been educated 
at the festival since 1988. Each school 
attends six in-depth classroom activities 
and a stage show. Among the classroom 

Rut, Brayden Rut, and Dylan Griggs for 
qualifying for the State Track Meet in 
Omaha May 20-21.  We are proud of our 
athletes and coaches. The following is 
the list of qualifiers and the results for 
each competitor: 

Brayden Rut 
14th - 300M Hurdles - 43.47 

Dylan Griggs 
24th - 1600M Run - 5:20.93 

 Alice Giussani 
15th - 4 x 400M Relay - 4:32.36 

13th - 4 x 800M Relay - 10:54.40 
Kimberly Schropfer 

9th - High Jump - 4-09.00 
15th - 4 x 400M Relay - 4:32.36 

13th - 4 x 800M Relay - 10:54.40 
 Kaylee Pribyl 

1st - Pole Vault - 11-00 
5th - Long Jump - 16-06.25 
18th - 100M Dash - 13.40 

13th - 4 x 100M Relay - 53.65 
Kailyn Paul 

17th - Triple Jump - 31-11.05 
15th - 4 x 400M Relay - 4:32.36 

 Tyleiah Gooding 
22nd - 100M Hurdles - 17.94 
13th - 4 x 100M Relay - 53.65 

 Emma Slopsema 
13th - 4 x 800M Relay - 10:54.40 

Evelyn Woitalewicz 
13th - 4 x 800M Relay - 10:54.40 

Saege Barnell 
13th - 4 x 100M Relay - 53.65 

McKenzie Hofstetter 
13th - Triple Jump - 32-00.50 
22nd - 400M Dash - 1:06.00 

15th - 4 x 400M Relay - 4:32.36 
Braxtyn Rut 

13th - 4 x 100M Relay - 53.65 
Allyson Kort 

4 x 100M Relay--Alt 
4 x 400M Relay--Alt 
 Brynn Holtmeier 

4 x 800M Relay--Alt 
 

2022-2023 PHYSICALS 
Jefferson Community Health and Life 
Fairbury Clinic will be offering  sports 
physicals to students of any grade by 
appointment. On May 26th, June 23rd, 
and July 28th from 4:40 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m., Fairbury Clinic is offering evening 
appointments. If you would like to take 
advantage of the evening schedule, 
please call 402-729-3361 and make your 
appointment. Kindergarten, 7th Grade, 
foreign exchange students, and students 
who move to our district from out of 
state are also required to have Nebraska 
physicals and State school immunization 
requirements must be met. In addition to 
a physical, Kindergarten, foreign 

   Onward to victory…       May they win again today… 
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   We’ll give a cheer for the varsity…     Long may they reign supreme … 
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exchange students, and students who 
move to our district from out of state 
will need an eye exam. Please call 402-
729-3361 to schedule your 
appointment. Physicals must be 
completed before August 1, 2022. 
Students must bring all forms with 
their name and date of birth on each 
as indicated - including the medical 
history form. These forms also 
require a signature by a parent or 
guardian.  If a student comes to their 
appointment without completed 
forms, they will need to reschedule 
their physical. 
 

The price of each physical without 
insurance will be $85 with an additional 
$34 charge if a urine sample is required 
(7th Grade and Kindergarten). If you 
would like this ran through your 
insurance as a Well Child Check, make 
sure you have not submitted a Well 
Child Check within a year and notify 
the clinic at the time of scheduling. If 
urine is required, please pick up a 
sterile cup from the clinic ahead of 
time. 
 

Physical forms can be found at the back 
of this newsletter, at the District Office 
of Meridian Public Schools, or on the 
NSAA website (nsaa.home). Please fill 
out all of the attached forms. You 
need to include a signed NSAA 
Parent and Student Consent form 
when you turn your physicals in to 
the school. Student athletes are NOT  
allowed to play without a completed 
consent form on file at the school. 
 

150TH CELEBRATION 
Alexandria, Nebraska was founded 150 
years ago. The town is holding a 
celebration on August 27th, 2022. 
There will be events throughout the day 
for everyone to enjoy. More 
information will be forth coming as it 
becomes available. 
 

The 2022 Daykin Community Garage 
Sales have been scheduled for 
Thursday, August 11 (4 pm - 8 pm), 
Friday, August 12 (8 am - 8 pm), and 
Saturday, August 13 (8 am - 
noon).  Maps with locations and items 
for sale will be printed by August 1st, 
so I will need to know who is 
participating by then. The maps and 
sale bills will be available at the Daykin 

Country Store and all participating 
locations.  If you are interested in 
participating, please contact Mary 
Heidemann at 402-587-0177.  There 
is no fee for participation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

MERIDIAN SOFTBALL 
2022 FunFrAll Schedule 

June 1st (Wednesday) 

6:00 p.m. - 8’s @ Milligan 
7:00 p.m. - 12’s @ Milligan 

June 3rd (Friday) 
6:00 p.m. - 8’s @ Dorchester 

7:00 p.m. - 12’s @ Dorchester 
8:15 p.m. - 14’s @ Dorchester 

June 6th (Monday) 

BYE 

June 8th (Wednesday) 
5:00 p.m. - 8’s vs BDS @ Daykin 

6:00 p.m. - 10’s vs BDS @ Daykin 
7:00 p.m. - 8’s vs BDS @ Daykin 

8:15 p.m. - 12’s vs BDS @ Daykin 

June 13th (Monday) 
5:00 p.m. - 8’s vs Plymouth @ 

Daykin 
6:00 p.m. - 10’s vs Plymouth @ 

Daykin 
7:00 p.m. - 12’s vs Plymouth @ 

Daykin 
8:15 p.m. - 14’s vs Plymouth @ 

Daykin 

June 15th (Wednesday) 

5:00 p.m. - 8’s @ Friend 
6:00 p.m. - 10’s @ Friend 
7:00 p.m. - 12’s @Friend 
8:15 p.m. - 14’s @ Friend 

June 20th (Monday) 
6:00 p.m. - 10’s vs Wilber @ Daykin 
7:15 p.m. - 14’s vs Wilber @ Daykin 

June 22nd (Wednesday) 
6:00 p.m. - 10’s vs DeWitt @ Daykin 
7:15 p.m. - 14’s vs DeWitt @ Daykin 

LEAGUE TOURNAMENTS 
June 17-19 - 8’s @ McCool Junction 

June 24-26 - 10’s @ Wilber 
June 17-19 - 12’s @ E-M 

June 24-26 - 14’s @ Dorchester 
* Home games in BOLD 

 
 
 

 

Meridian Baseball 
2022 SFS Schedule 

June 2nd (Thursday) 
5:50 p.m. - PW vs Geneva @ Tobias 
7:00 p.m. - AL vs Geneva @ Tobias 

8:30 p.m. - NL vs Fairbury @ Tobias 
June 7th (Tuesday) 

5:50 p.m. - PW @ Friend 
7:00 p.m. - AL @ Friend 
8:30 p.m. - NL @ Friend 
June 9th (Thursday) 

PW - BYE 
7:00 p.m. - AL @ Friend 

*NL - Will Be Rescheduled 
June 14th (Tuesday) 

5:50 p.m. - PW @ Plymouth 
7:00 p.m. - AL @ Plymouth 
8:30 p.m. - NL @ Plymouth 

June 16th (Thursday) 
5:50 p.m. - PW vs Wilber @ Tobias 
7:00 p.m. - AL vs Wilber @ Tobias 
8:30 p.m. - NL vs Geneva @ Tobias 

June 21st (Tuesday) 
5:50 p.m. - PW @ Wilber 
7:00 p.m. - AL @ Wilber 
8:30 p.m. - NL @ Wilber 
June 23rd (Thursday) 

(Games will not count toward league 
tournament seeding) 

5:50 p.m. - PW vs EM @ Tobias 
7:00 p.m. - AL vs EM @ Tobias 

NL - BYE 
LEAGUE TOURNAMENTS 

June 25, 27, 29 - PW  
@ McCool OR Exeter 

June 24, 26, 28, 29 - AL @ Geneva 
June 25, 27, 29 - NL @ Tobias 

NIGHT CUSTODIAN/
MAINTENANCE 

Meridian Public School is accepting 
applications for a full-time (possible 

part-time) Night Custodian/
Maintenance person. General 

knowledge in custodial chores and 
basic facility maintenance is  

needed. Training will be provided in 
various areas as needed. Single  

coverage insurance and retirement 
packages are available. Please stop by 
Meridian Public School to complete an 

application or send resume to: 
Randy Kort 

Meridian Public School 
PO Box 190 

Daykin, NE 68338  
OR 

rkort@meridianmustangs.org 
Applications will be accepted  
until position is filled. EOE 
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 • Home games in BOLD 
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