
routes in August.  If you have any 
questions concerning the bus routes 
please call. 
 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 
The start date for student next year will 
be August 17th.  Fridays we will have a 
3:10 dismissal for students.   
 

Board of Education 
Meridian Public Schools 

District – 48-0303 
Daykin, Nebraska, 68338 
Monday, April 18, 2022 

Regular April 18, 2022 Meeting  
6:30 P.M. 

Meridian Public School Board of 
Education met on April 18, 2022, as 
per notice in the Fairbury Journal-
News. 
 

President Bartels called the meeting to 
order at 6:30 p.m.  The open meeting 
law information was presented.   
 

Roll call was taken:  Vorderstrasse – 
present, Niederklein – present, Sobotka 
– present, Rut – present, Scheer – 
present, and Bartels – present.  Also 
present were Superintendent Kort, 
Principal Scott, Jeremiah Barnts, Erika 
Schwisow, and Kymber Schwisow. 
 

Nothing new was added to the agenda. 
 

No comments were made by the public. 
 

Niederklein moved and Scheer 
seconded to approve the consent 
agenda as presented. 
A. Minutes of Sunday, March 21, 

2022, Regular Meeting  
B. District Financial Report 
C. Activity Fund Report 
D. Hot Lunch Fund Report 
E. Bills 

Vote taken: Vorderstrasse – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, Rut 
– aye, Scheer – aye, and Bartels – aye.  
Motion passed 6-0. 
 

Curriculum report:  
• Continuing to review classes offered 

and looking at offering a couple 
new agricultural classes. 

May is here !!!   
Thanks to everyone and your continued 
support over the course of this school 
year to help make it a successful 
comeback from the past 2 years of  
uncertainty.  It has been wonderful to see 
the students in the hallways, at activities 
and developing those lifelong 
relationships and memories.  Our 
students have excelled in recent speaking 
competitions (Kendall Filipi, Samuel 
Thomas). Erica Scwisow earned the first 
state FFA Award for Meridian. Kaylee 
Pribyl set the school record in pole vault.  
So many more personal bests have been 
attained at recent track meets.  
 

Over the next few weeks, we will have 
students on field trips, testing and 
winding down their school year.  
Everyone please take some well deserved 
time and focus on your family and 
spending quality time with them.  
 

Meridian would also like to welcome 
Emilye Yowell, our new Ag teacher and 
Maureen Halama, our new vocal music 
instructor.  These two ladies will be a 
great fit into our Meridian family.  We 
will have more introductory information 
from them in one of the summer 
newsletters. 
 

SUMMER SCHOOL 
Meridian Public Schools will be 
organizing Summer School schedules 
and contacting parents whose child(ren) 
were identified as benefiting from extra 
summer support. 
 

BUSING INFORMATION 
Thank You for returning the Bus 
Information Update page for the 2022-
2023 school year.  We will be reviewing 
the information and sending out bus 

Jeremiah Barnts updated the School 
Board on the upcoming senior trip 
planned for May 10, 2022. 
 

The Americanism Committee met prior 
to the Board meeting.  The school will 
wait on guidance from the NDE as to 
when the required Holocaust education 
will be introduced into the curriculum. 
 

Principal’s Report: 
• MUDECAS music contest was held 

on Thursday, March 24 at Tri County. 
The choir earned a superior rating, 
along with some individuals and 
small groups also earning superiors. 
District music will be April 21 and 
22. 

• The fourth-grade class presented its 
annual Nebraska Wax Museum on 
Thursday, March 31. One of the 
students portrayed Larry, the Cable 
Guy. This was posted on Twitter and 
Larry was tagged. He responded 
within an hour “Very cool! Git-R-
Done!” 

• State FFA was held April 6-8. 
Congratulations to Erika Schwisow 
for earning the State FFA Degree. 

• PreK and Kindergarten parent 
meetings were held Monday, April 
11. We currently are expecting 
approximately10 students per grade 
next year. 

• Meridian track teams have been very 
successful this year. HS Boys were 
2nd at Deshler twilight meet. Girls 
have placed 1st in the past 3 meets! 
JH boys placed 5th at MUDECAS 
and won their last meet. JH girls 
placed 6th at their last meet with a 
small team. Congratulations to Kaylee 
Pribyl for breaking the school pole 
vault record twice this year. The 
record now stands at 10’ 6”. 

• The JH Quiz Bowl placed 3rd at the 
MUDECAS contest. 

• Kendall Filipi placed 1st and Isaac 
Thomas placed 3rd in the Eastern 
Nebraska Speech Contest. They will 
compete at the state contest on May 9. 
Congratulations! 

• State NSCAS and MAP testing has 
begun and will continue through May. 
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Meridian Public  Schools will educate all students in a safe, nurturing environment while challenging them to develop their integrity, knowledge, and unique talents to become responsible, productive citizens. 
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Hail to the varsity…  Cheer them along the way…   

Elementary field day will be held on 
Friday, May 13. The meet will start at 
9am at the Meridian track. 
 

The Elementary Student Council raised 
enough money, including a Norris 
Grant, to purchase a wheelchair 
accessible swing. Way to go, Mini 
Mustangs!!! 

Another great year is coming to an end.  
We made a full year in school, which 
has been exciting.  As the summer 
quickly approaches, please know that 
you can email me any time with 
questions and I will get back to you as 
quickly as I am able.  I hope that 
everyone has a safe and enjoyable 
summer. 
 

Senior Information: 
Seniors have submitted an exit survey.  
This survey gives us a way to contact 
them after graduation in addition to 
knowing where to send final transcripts, 
and it also gives us a list of scholarships 
so we can recognize their 
accomplishments via Facebook, 
Twitter, and the school website.  I will 
continue to update the senior spotlight 
video as I know about more 
scholarships.  If your senior receives 
additional scholarships, please have 
them email me or let me know so I can 
be sure to announce it at graduation. 
 

Seniors Who Took College Credit 
Courses: 
Seniors must request an official 
transcript from Peru State College or 
Southeast Community College 
(depending on where classes were 
taken) – this includes any dual credit 
courses taken during high school.  
Transcript request forms are available 
online at the college websites.  This 
should be done prior to college 
registration, so students can have their 
dual credits transferred to the college 
they plan to attend.  If you need help, 
please let me know and I can help. 
 

THANK YOU NOTES! 
Seniors, remember to send thank you 
notes to providers of any scholarship 
received.  Meridian is very fortunate to 
have many generous donors to help our 
students get a good start in college, so 

choir earned a superior rating, along 
with some individuals and small groups 
also earning superiors. District music 
was April 21 and 22. The results were 
not available at the time this newsletter 
went to print. 
 

The fourth-grade class presented its 
annual Nebraska Wax Museum on 
Thursday, March 31. One of the 
students portrayed Larry, the Cable 
Guy.  This was posted on Twitter and 
Larry was tagged.  He responded 
within an hour “Very cool! Git-R-
Done!” 
 

State FFA was held April 6-8. 
Congratulations to Erika Schwisow for 
being the first Meridian member to 
earn the State FFA Degree. 
 

PreK and Kindergarten parent meetings 
were held Monday, April 11. We 
currently are expecting approximately 
10 students per grade next year.  
 

Meridian track teams have been very 
successful this year.  The High School 
Boys placed 2nd at the Deshler Twilight 
Meet.  The High School girls have 
placed 1st in the past 3 meets! Junior 
High boys placed 5th at MUDECAS 
and won their last meet.  While the 
Junior High girls placed 6th at their last 
meet.  Congratulations to Kaylee Pribyl 
for breaking the school pole vault 
record twice this year. Her current 
record is 10’ 6”. 
 

The Junior High Quiz Bowl placed 3rd 
at the MUDECAS Contest. 
 

Kendall Filipi placed 1st and Isaac 
Thomas earned 3rd in the Eastern 
Nebraska Speech Contest.  They will 
compete at the state contest on May 9, 
in Hebron. Congratulations! 
 

State NSCAS and MAP testing has 
begun and will continue through May. 
 

The Junior High/High School music 
concert was held Tuesday, April 26. 
 

The Meridian drama department will 
present “The Lion, The Witch, and the 
Wardrobe” on Saturday, May 7, at 7pm 
and Sunday, May 8, at 2pm. 
 

The Seniors’ last day is May 9. The 
senior trip will be on Tuesday, May 10, 
with graduation practice on May 11.  
Graduation will take place on Saturday, 
May 14 at 2pm. 
 

• JH/HS music concert will be held 
Tuesday, April 26. 

• Meridian Drama will present “The 
Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe” 
on Saturday, May 7, at 7pm and 
Sunday, May 8, at 2pm. 

• Seniors’ last week starts with May 9 
being their last full day, senior trip on 
Tuesday, May 10, graduation practice 
on May 11, and graduation on 
Saturday, May 14 at 2pm. 

• Elementary field day will be held on 
Friday, May 13. 

• The Elementary Student Council 
raised money along with the Norris 
Grant to purchase a handicap 
accessible swing. 

 

Superintendent’s Report: 
• Legislative Updates: 

° LB 1112 – Technology and 
Computer Requirement 

° LB 1218 – Loan Forgiveness and 
Part 1 of Praxis 

° LB 888 – Holocaust Teaching 
 

The Next Regular Meeting was set for 
Monday, May 16, 2022, at 6:30 p.m.  
 

Sobotka moved and Scheer seconded to 
adjourn at 7:15 p.m. Vote Taken:  
Vorderstrasse – aye, Niederklein – aye, 
Sobotka – aye, Rut – aye, Scheer – aye, 
and Bartels – aye.  Motion passed 6-0. 

Jamie Niederklein,  
Secretary Meridian District #48-030 

Student count for 2021-2022  
As of 4-18-22 (no change from March) 

PreK 6  7th 13  
Kindergarten   21  8th 17  
1st 15  9th  18 
2nd 10 10th 11 
3rd 17 11th 19  
4th 16  12th 15  
5th 12  93 
6th 15  Exchange   3  
 112  96 
Grand Total    208  
 

NSAA 9th-11th count –  
(This year 49)(Last year 49)(2 years 51)
(3 years 58)(4 years 60)(5 years 67)(6 
years 59)(7 years 46) 
 

MUDECAS music contest was held on 
Thursday, March 24 at Tri County. The 

COUNSELOR’S CONNECTION 
by 

Lisa Hermsmeier 

Mustang MEMO 
Mr. Harold Scott 

Principal 



Student  Prepares for 

National Reading Competition 

Jenna Woitalewicz, 8th grader at 
Meridian Public Schools, has earned 
her spot on a reading team called Battle 
of the Books. This is a national reading 
incentive program for students in 
grades 5-8. Students read books and 
come together in groups to demonstrate 
their abilities and to test their 
knowledge of the books they have read. 
The purpose of Battle of the Books is 
to promote literacy and foster a spirit of 
academic competition, good 
sportsmanship, and to encourage 
critical thinking (SNRP, 2020). 
Gallaudet University sponsors this 
competition both at the state and 
national level. Jenna, along with two 
other teammates, will compete virtually 
May 17-18 for a chance at a national 
title.  

AWARDS BANQUET 
Meridian Public Schools' Awards 
Banquet will be held on FRIDAY, 
MAY 6TH, for 7-12 grade students. 
Ricky's is catering the meal which will 
be served at 5:30 p.m. To ensure we 
order enough food for everyone, we will 
need an accurate head count. Please 
contact Trish (402-446-7265 extension 
2 OR tendorf@meridianmustangs.org) 
with the number of your family 
members who are planning to attend. 
Because MPIE is once again paying half 
of the cost, we are able to serve the meal 
free of charge. Please thank them if you 
happen to see one of their members - we 
could not do this without their support. 
We truly appreciate all you do for 
Meridian Public Schools. Thank you!  
 

 

please do not forget to thank them for 
their support of our Meridian students.   
 

2022-2023 Schedules: 
Current 7-11th graders will soon be 
finalizing their class schedule for next 
year.  I will be sending out a form soon 
for students to sign up for next year’s 
classes.  This schedule will be mailed 
home sometime during the summer.  
Parents, please take a moment to look 
over these papers with your child.  
 

Seniors … borrow wisely for college! 
Review these tips before you decide how 
much to borrow in student loans:  
• Borrow only what you need, even if 

it’s less than the amount offered in 
your award letter. 

• Try to use your student loan money 
only for tuition, room and board, 
books, and fees. Get a part-time job 
during college to pay other expenses. 

• Apply for financial aid each year 
you attend college by completing 
the FAFSA. 

• Continue to look for scholarships 
while you’re in college. 

 

Juniors…here’s your summer to-do list 
• Narrow your college choices to three 

or four by the time school starts. Visit 
some college campuses this summer 
and check out college websites.  I 
have sent out a list of virtual college 
tours via email to all juniors.  Check 
these out! 

• Become familiar with the FAFSA 
(Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid). Beginning October 1, 2021, 
you and your parents can complete 
this form to apply for college 
financial aid. 

• Update (or begin working on) your 
resume. Include extracurricular 
activities, honors, awards, and part-
time jobs. 

• Begin looking for scholarships. Check 
out the school counseling webpage 
and ScholarshipQuest at 
EducationQuest.org for Nebraska-based 
scholarships, and pay attention to 
scholarships current seniors have 
received. 

• Find a summer job to help pay for 
college expenses. Ask prospective 
employers if they offer education 
assistance programs. 

 

Stay safe and, as always, do not hesitate 
to contact me with any questions. 
Lisa Hermsmeier  
lhermsmeier@meridianmustangs.org  
402-446-7265 ext. 1253 

2022-2023 PHYSICALS 
Jefferson Community Health and Life 
Fairbury Clinic will be offering  sports 
physicals to students of any grade by 
appointment. On May 26th, June 23rd, 
and July 28th from 4:40 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m., Fairbury Clinic is offering evening 
appointments. If you would like to take 
advantage of the evening schedule, 
please call 402-729-3361 and make your 
appointment. Kindergarten, 7th Grade, 
foreign exchange students, and students 
who move to our district from out of 
state are also required to have Nebraska 
physicals and State school immunization 
requirements must be met. In addition to 
a physical, Kindergarten, foreign 
exchange students, and students who 
move to our district from out of state will 
need an eye exam. Please call 402-729-
3361 to schedule your appointment. 
Physicals must be completed before 
August 1, 2022. Students must bring all 
forms with their name and date of 
birth on each as indicated - including 
the medical history form. These forms 
also require a signature by a parent or 
guardian.  If a student comes to their 
appointment without completed forms, 
they will need to reschedule their 
physical. 
 

The price of each physical without 
insurance will be $85 with an additional 
$34 charge if a urine sample is required 
(7th Grade and Kindergarten). If you 
would like this ran through your 
insurance as a Well Child Check, make 
sure you have not submitted a Well Child 
Check within a year and notify the clinic 
at the time of scheduling. If urine is 
required, please pick up a sterile cup 
from the clinic ahead of time. 
 

Physical forms can be found at the back 
of this newsletter, at the District Office 
of Meridian Public Schools, or on the 
NSAA website (nsaa.home). Please fill 
out all of the attached forms. You need 
to include a signed NSAA Parent and 
Student Consent form when you turn 
your physicals in to the school. Student 
athletes are NOT  allowed to play 
without a completed consent form on 
file at the school. 
 

Student Council 

Time flies when you’re having 
fun!  Student Council has enjoyed 
serving students this past year.  April 
went by fast due to all the activities that 
members are involved in.  The last full 
week of April students were recognized 

   Onward to victory…       May they win again today… 
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   We’ll give a cheer for the varsity…     Long may they reign supreme … 
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for their involvement in extracurricular 
activities.  Elections for 2022-2023 are 
coming up as the school year comes to 
an end.  The Student Council would 
like to thank the seniors and foreign 
exchange students for their hard work 
on the council.  Exchange students for 
this year were Alice Giussani, Finja 
Koller, and Emma Slopesema.  Seniors 
included Brynn Holtmeier (public 
relations), Allyson Kort (secretary), 
Kimberly Schropfer (president), and 
Erika Schwisow (vice president).  The 
exchange students and seniors will be 
greatly missed! 
 

Wishing everyone a Marvelous May 
and signing off! 

Public Relations, Brynn Holtmeier 
 

FBLA 
Success starts here!  The Meridian 
FBLA chapter had great success this 
past month at the State Leadership 
Conference.  Nine members in total 
attended.  Those who attended SLC 
included JD Adam, Brynn Holtmeier, 
Kaira Niederklein, Peyton Norine, 
Kailyn Paul, Kimberly Schropfer, Erika 
Schwisow, Jaala Stewart, and Evelyn 
Woitalewicz.  Three members received 
honorable mentions: Peyton Norine in 
Introduction to Parliamentary Procedure, 
Kailyn Paul in Advertising, and Evelyn 
Woitalewicz in Introduction to Financial 
Math.  Brynn Holtmeier placed fifth in 
Organizational Leadership and sixth in 
Agribusiness.  Brynn will represent both 
Meridian and the state of Nebraska at 
the National Leadership Conference in 
Chicago this summer.  As the year 
comes to an end, elections will be held 
for the upcoming year’s officers. 

Signing off, 
President, Brynn Holtmeier 

 

FFA Report 
April is off to a busy start! To start off, 
the Meridian FFA Chapter welcomed 
State FFA Officer, Bailey Robinson, to 
our school for a day. She conducted 
numerous workshops with all of the ag 
and shop classes throughout the day. We 
also welcomed Mitchell Manning, a 
Nebraska Agricultural Youth Counselor, 
to present on the opportunity to attend 
the Nebraska Agricultural Youth 
Institute. This summer institute for 
juniors and seniors focuses on career 
opportunities, networking and 
professional development within the 
agricultural industry.  

On March 31st, our spring trash pick-
up was held along Highway 4 east of 
Daykin.  

On April 6th, 19 members headed off 
to Lincoln where the Nebraska State 
FFA Convention was being held. 
Erika Schwisow, Lana Santacroce, RJ 
Paul, and Kailyn Paul all sang in the 
State FFA Chorus. Along with that, 
Bailey received silver for her 
Cooperative speech and Kailyn Paul 
received a bronze for her Natural 
Resource speech on No-Till Farming. 
Bailey’s proficiency in Poultry 
Production and Kailyn’s proficiency 
in Small Animal Care & Production 
both received gold rankings. The 
Connecting Chapters committee was 
recognized for their participation in 
the program throughout the year. 
Congratulations also goes to the 
Launch Team including Peyton 
Norine, Lana Santacroce, JD Adam, 
Cooper Wolfe, and Tucker Simms, 
for receiving a $1,000 grant with 
plans to install an irrigation system in 
the greenhouse. The Launch Team 
gave a quick pitch on their small 
business of selling fresh produce. A 
huge congratulations goes to our first 
ever State FFA Degree recipient from 
Meridian, Erika Schwisow. This is the 

highest degree at the state level. 
Congratulations to all those who 
participated in competitions and events 
at Nebraska State FFA!  
 

Officer and degree applications were 
due April 14th with interviews for next 
year’s officer team taking place on 
April 21st. A huge thanks to the 
interview committee for helping out!  
 

To wrap up the year, we will be having 
our annual FFA banquet on May 3rd 
starting at 6pm in the competition gym. 
At this banquet, we will highlight and 
honor the accomplishments of our 
members and supporters throughout the 
2021-2022 school year.  

Sincerely,  
Kymber Schwisow 

Meridian FFA Reporter 

NIGHT CUSTODIAN/
MAINTENANCE 

Meridian Public School is accepting 
applications for a full-time (possible 

part-time) Night Custodian/
Maintenance person. General 

knowledge in custodial chores and 
basic facility maintenance is  

needed. Training will be provided in 
various areas as needed. Single  

coverage insurance and retirement 
packages are available. Please stop by 
Meridian Public School to complete an 

application or send resume to: 
Randy Kort 

Meridian Public School 
PO Box 190 

Daykin, NE 68338  
OR 

rkort@meridianmustangs.org 
Applications will be accepted  
until position is filled. EOE 

Front Row (l to r): Rebecca Vinsonhaler, Olivia Schafer, Lana 
Santacroce, Bailey Holtmeier, Kim Schropfer Middle Row (l to 

r): Tucker Simms, Beau Bartels, Kymber Schwisow, Kailyn Paul, 
Erika Schwisow, Peyton Norine deMonbrun, Isaac Thomas Back 
Row (l to r): JD Adam, Keagan Sones, Chase Bartels, RJ Paul, 

Brayden Rut, Kyan Sones, Cooper Wolfe 

First Meridian Recipient of the  
State FFA Degree: 

Erika Schwisow 
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