
within the boundaries of Meridian 
Public School, are urged to attend. If 
you have further questions pertaining 
to this meeting, please contact Randy 
Kort at 402-446- 7265. 
 

School Website 
Stay up to date with the District news 
by visiting the Meridian Public Schools 
website (www.meridianmustangs.org). 
 

Board of Education 
Meridian Public Schools 

District – 48-0303 
Daykin, Nebraska, 68338 
Monday, June 15, 2020 

Regular June 15, 2020 Meeting 
7:00 p.m. 

Meridian Public School Board of 
Education met on Monday, June 15, 
2020, as per notice in the Fairbury 
Journal-News. 
 

President Bartels called the meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m. The open meeting 
law information was presented. 
Members present were VanWesten, 
Sobotka, Vorderstrasse, Scheer, 
Niederklein, and Bartels. Also present 
were Superintendent Kort and Principal 
Scott.  
 

Nothing new was added to the agenda. 
 

Roll call was taken:  VanWesten – 
present, Sobotka – present, 
Vorderstrasse – present, Scheer – 
present, Niederklein – present, and 
Bartels – present. 
 

No comments were heard from the 
public. 
 

VanWesten moved and Niederklein 
seconded to approve the consent 
agenda as follows:  
▪ Minutes of the Monday, May 18, 

2020 Regular Meeting 
▪ District Financial Report 
▪ Activity Fund Report 
▪ Hot Lunch Report 
▪ Bills 

Vote taken:  VanWesten – aye, 
Sobotka – aye, Vorderstrasse – aye, 

Summer  
Summer has been different for many 
families with no baseball, softball or 
team sports.  The Governor has been 
opening more and more events 
throughout the weeks and we hope that 
continues.  Until the start of school, 
parents please take the next 8 weeks and 
spend some quality time with your 
children.  While March and April  
seemed to drag on, now the month of 
June has just flown by, so enjoy each 
day.   
 

Fall School 
With everything beginning to open up 
through the state, we are planning our 
start here at Meridian.  There will be 
some changes and new protocols as 
advised by our local health department 
on what those might be.  The focus will 
still be to start the school year as normal 
as possible.  There will be more 
information on the school web page and 
in next month’s newsletter.   
 

Busing 
Parents will be notified of the busing 
times and routes in early August. 
 

Public Notice 
On July 20, 2020, at 6:30 p.m., a meeting 
conducted by Meridian Public School 
will take place in Room 113 at Meridian 
Public School. The purpose of the 
meeting will be to provide an opportunity 
for parents and representatives of 
nonpublic schools to participate in the 
development of a plan for providing 
special education services to children 
with disabilities who attend nonpublic 
schools and homeschools, which are 
within the Meridian Public School 
district for the 2020-2021 school year. 
Parents of a homeschooled child or a 
child attending a nonpublic school that 
has been, or may be, identified with a 
disability and attend a nonpublic school 

Scheer – aye, Niederklein – aye, and 
Bartels – aye.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 

Principal Scott presented the Curriculum 
Report.   
 

Sobotka moved and Scheer seconded to 
approve Dana Cole as Auditors for the 
2019-2020 fiscal year. Vote taken:  
VanWesten – aye, Sobotka – aye, 
Vorderstrasse – aye, Scheer – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, and Bartels – aye.  
Motion carried 6-0. 
 

VanWesten moved and Sobotka 
seconded to approve lunch prices for the 
2020-2021 school year the same as the 
prices have been for the past few years.  
The prices are as follows:  Breakfast: 
Adults $2.00, 7-12 - $1.55 and PK-6 - 
$1.30.  Lunch: Adults - $3.50, 7-12 - 
$2.70 and PK-6 - $2.60. Vote taken:  
VanWesten – aye, Sobotka – aye, 
Vorderstrasse – aye, Scheer – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, and Bartels – aye.  
Motion carried 6-0. 
 

Scheer moved and VanWesten seconded 
to approve Policy 3055 School Resource 
Officer.  Vote taken:  VanWesten – aye, 
Sobotka – aye, Vorderstrasse – aye, 
Scheer – aye, Niederklein – aye, and 
Bartels – aye.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 

Niederklein moved and Vorderstrasse 
seconded to approve Policy 4003.1 Drug 
Policy Regarding Drivers.  Vote taken:  
VanWesten – aye, Sobotka – aye, 
Vorderstrasse – aye, Scheer – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, and Bartels – aye.  
Motion carried 6-0. 
 

VanWesten moved and Niederklein 
seconded to approve Policy 5016 Student 
Records.  Vote taken:  VanWesten – aye, 
Sobotka – aye, Vorderstrasse – aye, 
Scheer – aye, Niederklein – aye, and 
Bartels – aye.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 

Vorderstrasse moved and Scheer 
seconded to approve Policy 5035 Student 
Discipline.  Vote taken:  VanWesten – 
aye, Sobotka – aye, Vorderstrasse – aye, 
Scheer – aye, Niederklein – aye, and 
Bartels – aye.  Motion carried 6-0. 
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Hail to the varsity…  Cheer them along the way…   

SCHOOL PHYSICALS 
Due to COVID-19, the NSAA  
requirement of all student athletes 
needing a school sports physical  has 
been waived. Incoming Freshman are 
the only High School students who 
will need to have a physical BEFORE 
being allowed to PRACTICE/
PARTICIPATE in any sport 
(includes cheerleading). All 7th and 
8th graders will be required to have a 
physical to participate.  ALL 
STUDENT ATHLETES (7-12 
GRADE) WILL NEED THE NSAA 
STUDENT/ PARENT CONSENT 
FORM BEFORE THEY WILL BE 
ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE IN 
ANY GIVEN SPORT. All students 
entering Kindergarten and 7th grade 
are still required to have a school 
physical.  THE PHYSICAL FORMS 
(INCLUDING THE STUDENT/
PARENT CONSENT FORM) MAY 
BE FOUND TOWARD THE BACK 
OF THIS NEWSLETTER OR 
TRISH’S OFFICE AT SCHOOL. 
THE SPORTS PHYSICALS MAY 
ALSO BE FOUND ON THE NSAA 
WEBSITE (nsaahome.org). 
 

To make an appointment for your 
school physical, most local clinics will 
schedule appointments by phone. You 
will need to let them know if your 
insurance is to be responsible for 
payment and HAVE YOUR 
COMPLETED PAPERWORK WITH 
YOU. Clinics may require students to 
reschedule if their forms are incomplete 
or missing. If you wish to schedule an 
appointment at the NEW Plymouth 
Clinic, please contact the Fairbury 
Clinic at 402-729-3361. 
 

PANDEMIC ELECTRONIC 

BENEFITS TRANSFER 
Due to your household’s eligibility for 
free or reduced price meals for SY2019
-2020, your student(s) are eligible for a 
Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) benefit to 
equal the value of the meals the child
(ren) would have received at school if 
school had not been closed due to 
COVID-19. P-EBT is a United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
Food and Nutrition Services (FNS) 
program designed to provide cash 
benefits on an EBT card to be used to 
purchase food. Those who qualify will 
receive an average of $5.70 for each 
child, for each day that school was 
closed due to the pandemic. This could 

Next Regular Meeting was set for 
Monday, July 20, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

VanWesten moved and Scheer 
seconded to adjourn at 8:01 p.m.  Vote 
taken:  VanWesten – aye, Sobotka – 
aye, Vorderstrasse – aye, Scheer – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, and Bartels – aye.  
Motion carried 6-0. 

Jamie Niederklein, 
Secretary Meridian District #48-0303 

Graduation was held on Saturday, June 
27, at 2:00pm.  Public Health 
guidelines were followed and 
attendance was by invitation only. 
 

Enrollment numbers for 2020-2021 
school year (as of 6-10-20): 
PreK 13 7th 21 +2 
Kindergarten 16 +4 8th 18 +1 
1st 11  9th 12 
2nd 20 10th 20    
3rd 17 +1 11th 17  
4th 15 +2 12th 12     
5th 18 -1 Exchange   2  
6th 13     
 123 102 
Grand Total 225 
 

We will have 3 new teachers for the 20
-21 school year. Mrs. Holly Adam will 
teach 1st grade.  Mr. John Adam will 
teach Business. Mrs. Jane Zabokrtsky 
(Mrs. Zab) will teach 3rd grade. We 
welcome you to Meridian! 
 

Hanna Borgmann and Michelle Weyer 
have accepted teaching positions in 
other school districts.  Kathy Soukup 
has retired after 42 years in education 
(37 of those at Meridian)!  We wish 
Mrs. Soukup well in her retirement.  
 

Thank you to Becky Bartels at Blue 
Skies Photography for her donation of 
the backdrops to the drama department. 
Her generosity is truly appreciated. 
 

CUMULATIVE FILES 

Meridian Alumni - if you graduated in 
2016, 2015, or 2014 and would like 
your school cumulative file, please 
contact Kathy Houser at 402-446-7265 
extension 3. You may pick it up from 
the school at anytime this summer.   
 

Sobotka moved and VanWesten 
seconded to approve Policy 6025 
Multicultural Education.  Vote taken:  
VanWesten – aye, Sobotka – aye, 
Vorderstrasse – aye, Scheer – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, and Bartels – aye.  
Motion carried 6-0. 
 

Vorderstrasse moved and Niederklein 
seconded to approve Policy 6026 SPED 
Evaluators Selection.  Vote taken:  
VanWesten – aye, Sobotka – aye, 
Vorderstrasse – aye, Scheer – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, and Bartels – aye.  
Motion carried 6-0. 
 

VanWesten moved and Scheer seconded 
to approve Policy 6033 Restraint and 
Seclusion of Students.  Vote taken:  
VanWesten – aye, Sobotka – aye, 
Vorderstrasse – aye, Scheer – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, and Bartels – aye.  
Motion carried 6-0. 
 

Mr. Kort presented and discussion was 
held on the Inter-Local Agreement for 
Attendance Services which is an 
agreement with the Jefferson County 
Attorney and the truancy services 
provided to the District. 
 

Principal Scott gave the Principal’s 
Report: 
• Graduation will be held by invitation 

only on Saturday, June 27, at 2:00 
p.m.  We are working to abide by the 
public health guidelines as they 
continue to update and change. 

• Student count for the 2020-2021 
school year is PK-6 – 123, 7-12 – 
102, Total – 225. 

• Three new teachers for the 2020-2021 
school year will be Mrs. Holly Adam 
– 1st Grade, Mr. John Adam – 
Business, Mrs. Jane Zabokrtsky – 3rd 
grade. 

• Kathy Soukup has retired after 42 
years in education (37 at Meridian). 

• Hanna Borgmann and Michelle 
Weyer have accepted teaching 
positions at other school districts. 

• Becky Bartels (Blue Skies 
Photography) donated backdrops that 
she is no longer using to the drama 
department. 

 

Superintendent Kort reported: 
• Graduation is planned and will take 

place June 27, 2020. 
• Locker room ceilings have been 

painted. 
• Preparations are being made to have 

school in the fall with new guidelines. 
• Summer sports events have begun. 

Mustang MEMO 
Mr. Harold Scott 

Principal 



diseñado para proporcionar beneficios 
en efectivo en una tarjeta EBT que se 
utilizará para comprar alimentos. 
Aquellos que califiquen recibirán un 
promedio de $5.70 por cada niño, por 
cada día que la escuela fue cerrada 
debido a la pandemia.  Esto podría ser 
de hasta $281 por niño.  Si su hogar ya 
recibe SNAP, no se necesitan más 
medidas.  Este beneficio se añadirá 
automáticamente a su tarjeta EBT.  El 
dinero se colocará en una tarjeta EBT y 
se puede utilizar en los minoristas y 
tiendas de comestibles participantes. 
 

Los hogares que no participant en el 
programa de SNAP deben solicitar el 
beneficio P-EBT, ir a la aplicación P-
EBT. P-EBT Application. La solicitud 
estará disponible desde el 22 de junio 
de 2020 hasta el 19 de julio de 2020. 
No se aceptarán solicitudes después del 
19 de julio de 2020. Si tiene preguntas 
o necesita ayuda para completar la 
solicitud, llame al 1-800-383-4278 o 
visite http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/COVID-
19-Nebraska-Guidance-
Documents.aspx. 
 

IMPORTANTE: Por favor, tenga el 
Número de Seguro Social de su 
estudiante, ya que esta información se 
utiliza para determinar la elegibilidad 
para los beneficios. La solicitud le 
pedirá una identificación del 
estudiante. Dado que nuestra escuela 
no utiliza identificaciones de 
estudiantes, ingrese 0000 en esta 
sección de la aplicación. Además, la 
solicitud le pedirá el nombre del padre/
tutor, el nombre del(los) niño(s), la 
fecha de nacimiento, el nombre de la 
escuela, la dirección postal y la 
información de contacto. Después de 
completar la solicitud, recibirá un 
correo electrónico de confirmación. Si 
hay preguntas con su solicitud, se le 
contactará para obtener aclaraciones 
adicionales. Para recibir una tarjeta 
EBT, su dirección debe estar registrada 
en la oficina de correos. Si necesita 
ayuda para registrar su dirección en la 
oficina de correos, por favor visite https://
moversguide.usps.com/mgo/disclaimer?
execution=e3s2&amp;_flowId=icoa-main
-flow&amp;referral=USPS. 
 

Nebraska continuará cumpliendo con 
los requisitos de derechos civiles, para 
incluir proporcionar acceso igualitario 
a personas con discapacidades e 
individuos que tienen un dominio 
limitado del inglés. 
 

be up to $281 per child. If your 
household already receives SNAP, no 
further action is needed. This benefit will 
automatically be added to your EBT 
card. Money will be placed on an EBT 
card and can be used at participating 
retailers and grocers. 
 

Non-SNAP households must apply for the 
P-EBT benefit, go to P-EBT Application. 
The application will be available starting 
June 22, 2020 through July 19, 2020. No 
applications will be accepted after July 19, 
2020. If you have questions or need 
assistance completing the application 
please call 1-800-383-4278 or visit http://
dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/COVID-19-Nebraska-
Guidance-Documents.aspx. 
 

IMPORTANT: Please have your 
student’s Social Security Number as this 
information is used to determine 
eligibility for benefits. The application 
will ask for a student ID. Since our 
school does not use student IDs, please 
enter 0000 in this section of the 
application. In addition, the application 
will ask for parent/guardian name, child
(ren) name, date of births, name of 
school, mailing address, and contact 
information. After you have completed 
the application, you will receive a 
confirmation email. If there are questions 
with your application, you will be 
contacted for additional clarification. In 
order to receive an EBT card, your 
address must be registered with the post 
office. If you need assistance with 
registering your address with the post 
office, please visit https://
moversguide.usps.com/mgo/disclaimer? 
execution=e3s2&amp;_flowId=icoa-main
-flow&amp;referral=USPS. 
 

Nebraska will continue to comply with 
civil rights requirements, to include 
providing equal access to individuals 
with disabilities and individuals who are 
limited English proficient. 
 

Debido a la elegibilidad de su hogar para 
comidas gratuitas o a precio reducido para 
Año Escolar 2019-2020, su(s) estudiante
(s) son elegibles para un beneficio 
Pandemia EBT (P-EBT) para igualar el 
valor de las comidas que los niños habrían 
recibido en la escuela si la escuela no 
hubiera sido cerrada debido a COVID-
19.  P-EBT es un programa del 
Departamento de Agricultura de los 
Estados Unidos (USDA, por sus siglas en 
inglés), de Servicios de Alimentos y 
Nutrición (FNS, por sus siglas en inglés) 

THANK YOU FROM 
MERIDIAN POST PROM 

The Junior-Senior parents would like to 
thank all of the businesses listed below 
that donated to this year’s Post Prom: 

Daykin Lumber 
Tobias Volunteer Fire Department 

Norder Supply 
Ohiowa Café 

Farmers Cooperative 
Jefferson Community Health & Life 

First State Bank 
Western Fire Department 

Starr-Buckow Insurance Agency 
Western Community Club 
Western Rescue Service 

Norris Public Power District – Operation 
Roundup 

Western American Legion Post #255 
Daykin Volunteer Fire Department 

Panko Ag Services 
Alexandria Volunteer Fire Department 

Bruning Grain & Feed 
Landmark Implement 

The Image 
Heartland Bank 

Winter’s Countryside Veterinary 
Double “B” Bar 

Craig’s Automotive 
CNCS Insurance – Amy Rains 

KT’s Market 
Mama D’s 

Thayer County Health Services – 
Wellness Center 

Farm Bureau Financial Services –  
Scott Woitalewicz 

Subway  
 

Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Juniors-Seniors joined in a cruise 
night styled prom.  This was a fun way to 
still have prom while practicing safe 
social distancing.  The Juniors received a 
$50 gift card and Seniors received a $100 
gift card to Wal-Mart.  In addition to the 
gift card, a cash gift of $40 was given to 
Juniors-Seniors.  The gift cards that were 
received as donations were randomly 
drawn for those that attended cruise 
night.  A big “THANK YOU” as this 
would not have happened without all of 
your donations!  For those Juniors-
Seniors that did not attend cruise night, 
your gift may be picked up at the school.  
Please see Trish Endorf.  
 

 

   Onward to victory…       May they win again today… 
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   We’ll give a cheer for the varsity…     Long may they reign supreme … 
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BUS DRIVERS NEEDED 
Meridian Public Schools is  looking for additional drivers. If you are interested in subbing, please contact 
Randy Kort at 402-446-7265 extension 1112 or rkort@meridianmustangs.org. With the passage of LB 
347 last year, the requirements have changed and starting this past January the requirements have been 
simplified. 

PART-TIME  
POSITION  

AVAILABLE AT 
MERIDIAN 

Meridian Public Schools is 
looking for a special needs 
para for the 20-21 school 

year. This part time job will 
require lifting 50 - 100 

pounds, supervision and 
medical help for one  
student on Mondays,  

Wednesdays, and Fridays. 
Job requirements include 
supporting a student, help 

feeding (via g-tube),  
medication, support.  
Interested candidates 

should email 
(rkort@meridianmustangs.
org) or mail cover letter, 

resume, and credentials to: 
Randy Kort,  

Superintendent, Meridian 
Public Schools, PO Box 
190, Daykin, NE 68338. 
This position will remain 
open until a quality candi-
date is hired. This position 

is subject to a  
veteran’s preference/EOE. 



   Shout ‘til the echoes ring…    For the glory of our team!    
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   Go Mustangs!  
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2020-2021 MERIDIAN SCHOOL SUPPLY LIST 

Pre-K  
 1 Box of Kleenex 

 3 Containers of Disinfectant Wipes 

 Book Bag 

 1 - 30” x 54” Bath Towel (for quiet 
time) 

 Non-Marking Gym Shoes with  
 Velcro or Elastic Straps 

 1 Container Hand Sanitizer 

 1 Complete change of clothes in a 
plastic bag labeled with the child’s 
name to be kept at school in case of 
accidents or spills. 

Optional: 

 Light Jacket or Sweater for Use in 
Classroom 

 1 Container Baby Wipes - for Hands 
and Face 

Please put your child’s initials on the 
items they bring. 

1st Grade 
 #2 Pencils 

 Crayons (24 – 48 Count) 

 Erasers - Pencil Top and Large 

 Scissors 

 Large Pencil Box or Bag 

 Crayola Markers  

 2 Boxes of Facial Tissue 

 1 Container Clorox Wipes 

 Hand Sanitizer 

 4 Jumbo Glue Sticks 

 2 Folders with Pockets 

 1 Subject Wide Ruled Spiral  
Notebook 

 Book Bag 

 Non-Marking Gym Shoes 

 Paint Shirt 
Please label items you send with your 
child’s name. 
Please do not send personal pencil 
sharpeners as electric sharpeners are 
provided in the classroom. 
  

Kindergarten 
 2 Boxes of Facial Tissue 

 Non-Marking Gym Shoes - 
 Preferably Velcro  

 Backpack/Book Bag 

 3 Large Containers Disinfectant 
Wipes 

 1 Complete change of clothes in a 
plastic bag labeled with the child’s 
name to be kept at school in case of 
accidents or spills. 

 1 Paint Smock - Plastic/Vinyl (if  
 possible)  
Please label items you send with your 
child’s name. 

2nd Grade  
 Pencils 

 Eraser 

 Crayons (24 - 48 Count) 

 Markers 

 1 Box of Facial Tissue 

 1 Hand Sanitizer 

 Scissors 

 Book Bag 

 P.E. Shoes (no dark soles) 

 Pocket Folder (1) 

 Paint Shirt 

 Clorox Wipes - 2 containers 

 Pencil Box or Container (make sure 
it will fit in your desk) 

Please do not send personal pencil 
sharpeners as electric sharpeners are 
provided in the classroom. 
  

3rd Grade 
 4 Glue Sticks 

 Pencil Case or Box  

 1 - 1” Black Binder 

 2 Yellow Highlighters 

 Pencils 

 Erasers 

 Loose Leaf Paper 

 Markers 

 Colored Pencils 

 Scissors 

 Backpack/Book Bag 

 EarBuds 

 Paint Shirt 

 P.E. Shoes (no dark soles) 

 Boxes of Tissue 

 Germ-X 

 Clorox Wipes 
Please do not send personal pencil 
sharpeners as electric sharpeners are 
provided in the classroom. 
 

4th Grade 
 1 Box Facial Tissue 

 3 Book Covers 

 1 Pencil Pouch 

 Earbuds 

 12 - #2 Pencils 

 2 Blue or Black Pens 

 2 Notebooks 

 Clorox Wipes 

 Colored Pencils 

 Erasers 

 1 Set of Water Colors 

 2 Highlighters 
  

5th Grade 
 4 Spiral Notebooks - to start year 

 Pencils - NO Mechanical Pencils 

 Book Bag 

 2 Containers Disinfectant Wipes 

 P.E. Shoes - NO Dark Soles 

 2 Rolls Paper Towels 

 2 Boxes Facial Tissue 

 Earbuds 

 Watercolors 

 1 - 3 Ring Binder 

 2 Containers Hand Sanitizer 

6th Grade 
 12 Pencils  

 Eraser 

 Book Bag 

 PE Shoes – NON-MARKING 

 2 Notebooks 

 6 Pocket Folders 

 Dry Erase Markers 

 1 Boxes Tissue 

 Earbuds/Headphones  

 1 Trapper/Keeper 

 2 Highlighters 

7th Grade  

Social Studies 
 1 - 1/2" or 1" 3-Ring Binder  

 1 Package of 5 Tab Dividers 
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