
MERIDIAN COMMUNITY FITNESS 

CENTER 

Walls are up, the roof is getting put on, it 

looks like a building, the Meridian 

Community Fitness Center is under 

construction.  Watch the progress and the 

build take shape on our Meridian Public 

Schools website (www.meridianmustangs.org).   
 

DISTRICT ANNUAL REPORT  

The Meridian Public Schoolsô Annual 

Report to the patrons is also available to 

view on our school website 

(www.meridianmustangs.org).  The 

report includes financial data, student 

assessment data, and general information 

about Meridian Public Schools.  The 

report can be found under the 

Administration/Superintendent page on 

the website.   
 

Meridian Board of Education 

District 48-0303 

December 19, 2011 

Regular Meeting 

The Meridian Public School Board of 

Education met on Monday, December 

19, 2011, as per notice in the Fairbury 

Journal-News. 
 

President Mussman called the regular 

meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The open 

meeting law information was presented. 

Members present were Baxa, Wolfe, 

Miller, Jackson, Frank, and Mussman. 

Also present were Interim Supt. Gade 

and Principal Kelley. 
 

Miller moved and Wolfe seconded to 

approve the consent agenda as follows: 

1. Minutes of the November 21, 2011 

Regular Meeting 

2. District Financial Report 

3. Activity Fund Report 

4. Hot Lunch Report 

5. Bills 

Motion carried 6-0. 
 

Baxa moved and Frank seconded to 

approve Policy 5111-Admission 

Requirements. Motion carried 6-0. 
 

Frank moved and Wolfe seconded to 

approve Policy 5118-Non-Resident 
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   òSuper Stuffó 
from Mr. Gade 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!  The Holiday 

Season is upon us and then again quickly 

past.  We hope you had time to spend 

with special friends and family, and 

celebrate 2011 and beyond.  Maintain 

that Holiday feeling and smile while you 

strive for those New Yearôs resolutions; 

one of my resolutions, like usual, cut 

some pounds off the mainframe.  With 

the construction of the Meridian 

Community Fitness Center, I am hopeful 

that this resolution will have a better 

success this year. 
 

The New Year provides many meanings 

as we change the year, not the clock, to 

12.  January begins the calendar year and 

creates W-2 and 1099 Forms as some 

financial calendars are complete.  At 

Meridian, January signifies the beginning 

of a new semester, the half way point of 

the school year, one activity season 

complete ï one in progress ï one yet to 

come, one-third of the fiscal year in the 

books, and preparations for next year are 

in progress.  Happy New Year blurred by 

the fluidity of time. 
 

SCHOOL BOARD RECOGNITION 

WEEK  

January is also National School Board 

Recognition Month.  Nebraska has 

designated January 22-28, as Nebraska 

School Board Recognition Week.  The 

school boardôs job is to establish a vision 

for the education program, design a 

structure to achieve that vision, assure 

schools are accountable to the 

community, and strongly advocate 

continuous improvement in student 

learning.  The Meridian school board is 

doing its job very well.  Please take time 

this month to thank them for their 

dedication, encourage them to keep 

working for our students, or just say 

ñGood Jobò.  The Meridian Board of 

Education members are:  Gary Baxa, 

Chad Frank, Brian Jackson, Larry Miller, 

Gary Mussman, and Dwayne Wolfe. 

Students/Option Enrollment revision and 

repeal of Policy 5119.5. Motion carried 6

-0. 
 

Wolfe moved and Jackson seconded the 

approval of recognizing the Meridian 

Education Association as the sole 

bargaining agent for certified staff for the 

2012-2013 school year. Motion carried 6

-0. 
 

Principal Kelley reported on the 

following: 

1. Ipads for the Staff 

2. Data Meetings Based on Our 

Response to Intervention 
3. Math Strategies we are using in the 

elementary 
 

Supt. Gade reported on the following: 

1. Appraisal/Evaluation Policies 

2. Policy 5150 Dues, Fees and Charges 

3. Progress of the Merid ian 

Community Fitness Center 

4. Gym Floor Coverings 
 

Miller moved and Baxa seconded to 

dispose of the obsolete equipment. 

Motion carried 6-0. 
 

The next regular meeting of the Board of 

Education was scheduled for January 16, 

2012, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Miller moved and Wolfe seconded to 

adjourn at 8:17 p.m. 

Dwayne Wolfe, 

 Secretary Meridian District # 48-0303 
 

HAVE A SUPER YEAR 
 

and a  
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learn a variety of things including: 

internet safety, how to use Google 

docs, basic computer care, Moodle 

training, important research websites, 

and how to use the correct citations for 

the internet and other resources.  Our 

hope is that the students will get a 

better understanding of how to properly 

use their computers! 
 

FIRST SEMESTER GRADES 

The first semester will officially end on 

Friday, January 6th, 2012.  The first 

semester grades will be sent home with 

the students by January 12th.  If for 

some reason you do not receive your 

childôs grades please contact the school 

and we will get you another copy. 
 

MUDECAS G/B BB TOURNEY 

The MUDECAS girls and boys 

basketball tournament will be played 

during the week of January 9th-14th.   

Seeding will determine the date, time 

and opponent for our play in the 

MUDECAS Tournament.   
 

CROSSROADS CONFERENCE 

TOURNAMENT  

CRC basketball tournament is 

scheduled for Jan. 21st-27th, at the York 

City Auditorium.  Seeding will 

determine the date, time, and opponent 

for our play in the CRC Tournament. 
 

IMPORTANT JANUNARY DATES  

Jan. 3rd  Students Return!!! 

Jan. 6th  End of 2nd Quarter and 

1st Semester 

Jan. 9th ï 14th  MUDECAS BB 

Tournament 

Jan. 16th  School Board Meeting 

Jan. 18th  1:30 Dismissal 

Jan. 23rd-27th CRC BB Tournament 

Jan. 28th MUDECAS Speech 

Solving the Bullying Problem 
(Adapted from Bullying, Guidance Givaways, by 
Tom Carr, M.S. LPC) 

Research has found three out of four 

students report they have been bullied.  

Ninety percent of students said 

bullying causes social, academic and 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!!!  

Letôs hope the rest of the school year in 

2012 will deal us as calm of a winter 

season as we had in the months of 

November and December!  Students will 

begin the New Year by returning back 

from the holiday break on January 3rd, 

2012.  
 

RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION (RTI)  

Update on the implementation of the 

Mer id ian RTI  (Response To 

Intervention) program:  For the past 

couple of years we have been in the 

process of creating an RTI program.  

Since the beginning of this school year 

we have implemented several parts of 

this program, the most important of those 

implementations is student interventions.  

The teachers at Meridian have been 

working very hard to ensure students 

who are struggling are getting the extra 

help they need to be successful.  Some 

examples of those interventions are: 

student mentoring, Reading Plus, Lexia, 

or 1 on 1 time with a staff member.  

Through these efforts the students who 

are being served will become stronger 

academic students in the future.   
 

1 TO 1 COMPUTER TRAINING  

Since the teachers have been doing such 

a great job of increasing their use of 

technology in their classrooms, we felt it 

vital that we get computers in the hands 

of all the high school students.  

Therefore, beginning second semester all 

students in grades 9-12 will be given a 

computer in order to take full advantage 

of the technology we have to offer at 

Meridian.  
 

However, with the increase in computer 

use, comes the increase of computer 

misuse, so when the students return from 

holiday break we will be training the 

entire secondary on the proper use and 

care of their computers.  This training 

will take place on Thursday, January 4th, 

and Friday, January 5th.  During these 

two half-days of training students will 

emotional problems.    We must help the 

victims of bullying, but also the bullies to 

change their ways.  Bullies who donôt 

receive help often end up in serious 

trouble.  One Canadian study found that 

approximately 60% of boys who were 

characterized as bullies in grades 6-9 had 

at least one conviction by age 24.  

Bullying by girls, known as relational 

aggression, is also a growing problem.  
  
To help their child, parents must take 

teasing and bullying seriously.  Realize 

that bullies have high self-esteem (NOT 

low) and gain power by hurting others. 
 

If your child seems to be a victim:    

Know the signs of bullying:  bruises,  

torn clothing, lost their lunch money, 

becomes more quiet, doesnôt want to go 

to school, is irritable, school work is 

suffering, and has trouble sleeping.  

Teach your child to have assertive 

posture, to stay in control and report any 

cyber bullying.  Have your child make a 

list of caring adults he can go to if he is 

bullied.   Do not let your child stay home 

from school.   
 

If your child seems to be the bully:  

Know the signs of bullying behaviors:   

ñgiftsò from other children,   many fights 

with peers,  insensitive to the feelings of 

other children or animals.  To help your 

child not to bully, have them make a 

pledge ñnot to bully othersò, teach them 

to be kind and respectful to others, 

supervise access to computer and teach 

responsible use of e-mails, face book and 

instant messaging.   
 

If your child doesnôt fit the above 

categories, he or she is a bystander.  

Encourage them to help out their friends 

who are being bullied. 
 

Elementary Guidance 

We have a  series of DVDôs for grades 1-

5 entitled Different and the Same.  The 

overall purpose is to help students talk 

about, understand and prevent prejudice. 

Goals of the program are Fairness, 

Awareness, Inclusion and Respect. 

Topics included are: Name Calling, 

Being Excluded, Speaking a Different 

Language, Stereotyping, Standing up 

Against Prejudice, and Interracial 

Friendships. 
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How the IRS Data Retrieval Process 

works: 

Approximately two weeks after 

students and parents electronically file 

their tax forms, their IRS data will be 

available to retrieve and transfer into 

their FAFSA by entering their: 

FAFSA PIN 
type of tax return filed 
address as it appears on your tax 

return 
 

Retrieved data includes: 

adjusted gross income 
taxes paid 
number of exemptions 
education credits 
untaxed portions of IRA distributions 

and pensions  

 

There will be a Webinar  ñHow to 

Complete the FAFSAò which will 

help parents and students prepare for 

the FAFSA.  Webinars are scheduled 

for: 

Monday, January 9 ï 7:00 p.m. (CT)  

Registration link: http://goo.gl/1lthi  
Wednesday, January 11 ï 7:00 p.m. 

(CT)Regist ra t ion l ink : ht tp : / /

goo.gl/97LtJ 
 

Follow these steps to complete the 

FAFSA and the financial aid process: 

Contact the college(s) you applied to 

and ask for their FAFSA priority filing 

date.  Request a Personal Identification 

Number (PIN) for you and one for a 

parent at pin.ed.gov. Complete your 

2011 taxes early as the FAFSA requires 

current tax information. 
   

To prepare for the FAFSA Gather 

these student and parent items: 

2011 federal income tax forms  

2011 W-2 forms 

Studentôs driverôs license number 

Social Security numbers 

Birth dates 

Date parents were married, 

separated, divorced or widowed 

Current cash, savings and checking 

account balances 

Current investment values (stocks, 

bonds, mutual funds, CDs, etc.) 

excluding your home and retirement 

accounts 

7-12 Guidance 

Seventh grade had lessons on personal 

and social topics.  Eighth grade have 

been using technology to research career 

specialties in the Information 

Technology Cluster.  Next semester we 

will be preparing a 4-year plan for high 

school. Our next career cluster will be 

Transportation, Distribution and 

Logistics.  We will then be focusing on 

the Construction Careers. 
 

Juniors: 

Register by January 13,  for the 

February 11 ACT  

Continue to research colleges using 

w w w . e d u c a t i o n q u e s t . o r g o r 

www.nebraskacareerconnections.org 

Start setting up college visits. 

Seniors:       

Ask the college(s) you applied to for 

their FAFSA priority date. 

Apply for FAFSA Personal 

Identification Numbers at pin.ed.gov. 

Complete your taxes early as youôll 

need that information for the FAFSA. 

Continue to apply for scholarships.  
 

Itôs time to prepare for the FAFSA! 
This very important part of your college 

application process. The FAFSA is the 

application for state, federal and college-

specific financial aid. Even if you donôt 

think youôll qualify for need-based 

financial aid, you should complete the 

FAFSA to qualify for low-interest 

student and parent loans. Call 

EducationQuest 402-475-5222 ex 1 to 

reserve your spot for a FAFSA Filing 

session and they will schedule you.  You 

may also walk in to their office and use 

their computer and get some help.   If 

you have filed a FAFSA before, you may 

want to access the tutorial on the 

EducationQuest website, where you can 

also find a link to the Federal FAFSA 

form itself. Or go to www.fafsa.gov. 
 

Changes to 2012-13 FAFSA simplify 

income tax section:  EducationQuest 

wants to make you aware of a new IRS 

Data Retrieval Process that allows online 

FAFSA filers to pull specific tax return 

data directly from the Internal Revenue 

Service. 
 

 

 

Value of business (if more than 100 

employees) 

Value of investment farm (Do not 

include the value of a family farm 

that you or your parents live on and 

operate.) 

2009 child support (paid and/or 

received) 

2009 Workersô Compensation 

Other untaxed income in 2009 such as 

housing/food/ living allowances for 

military and clergy 

Alien Registration Number for 

eligible non-citizens 
 

What to Expect next:  

Expect a Student Aid Report 

acknowledging your form was processed.   

Expect the Financial Aid Award 

Notifications in the spring from the 

colleges you listed on your FAFSA. 

Apply for student and parent loans (if 

necessary) through your college. 
 

For free help with college planning, 

contact EducationQuest Foundation in 

Lincoin: 402-475-5222   or    800-303-

3745       

 

We are happy to report the breakfast 

program has exceeded last year's 

numbers in the high school (grades 7-12) 

this year.  On the average, over one third 

of our high school students eat breakfast 

each morning.    Some days we have had 

between 40 and 50 percent eating 

breakfast in the high school.  In 

Elementary, only about one seventh of 

our students are eating each morning. 

 

 

The November report sent in to the 

s ta te  re f l ec t s  t he  fo l l ow ing 

information:  

Students missing more than 2 full days in 

the month of November - Grades K-6=5, 

Grades 7-12=18,  resulting in a total of 

23 students.  (note: last yearôs November 

count was 11).  Of these 23 students, 19 

excuses were related to ñmedicalò 
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Appointments with hair dressers, 

shopping trips, helping out at home and 

the like should be done on family time, 

not school time. Medical appointments 

should be made for late afternoon when 

possible. It is usually very difficult to 

earn a passing grade in classes when the 

student has been absent for an 

unreasonable number of days.  
 

Any student's absences, excused or 

unexcused, of more than seven (7) days 

in one semester or the hourly 

equivalent may cause his/her class 

credits to be denied for the semester. 
The number of absences is considered on 

a period-by-period basis. The building 

principal will make the determination if 

credit is to be granted or withheld after 

investigating the student's EXCESSIVE 

ABSENTEEISM RECORD. The 

principal has the right to require any / all 

missed time from class period(s) to be 

made up before favorable determination 

of granting credits will be considered.  
 

A family who has a student with more 

than seven (7) days missed (or the hourly 

equivalent) in any given semester and/or 

does not send the required parental notes 

to school as school policy requires can 

expect written correspondence from the 

school or a request for a meeting to 

discuss the excessive absenteeism. The 

school may also contact the County 

Attorney in which the family resides for 

assistance in resolving the excessive 

absenteeism problem as suggested by 

Nebraska State School Law 79-209 

(Compulsory Attendance).  
 

When a student is ill and absent from 

school for the day, he/she will NOT be 

allowed to attend any school activity as a 

participant or as a spectator that night 

unless approved by the administration. 

The school cannot excuse any student to 

miss a day of school to go to work, 

unless the work is at home as a family 

necessity or an employer has extreme 

need due to extenuating circumstances to 

be considered.  

whether i l lness, dentist/doctor 

appointments, hospitalization, head 

lice, etc.;  14  excuses were marked 

ñotherò which included funeral, 

helping at home, short term 

suspension, license, etc.; 1 student  

was marked long term suspension; and 

1 student was marked expelled.  Of 

these absences, 3 students did not 

bring a note or a phone call was not 

made stating the reason of the 

absences.  Again, it is very important 

the school be notified of all absences 

as if there is a question of credits to 

be given, the reason given is the 

number one factor to be considered.  

If you see a doctor or are hospitalized, 

a doctor / dentist note is very useful in 

this situation.  
 

The total for missing more than six 

days since the beginning of school was 

reported as: Grades K-6=5 students  

and Grades 7-12=15 students  making 

a total of 20 (note: last yearôs 6 days 

plus report showed 15 missing more 

than 6 days since the start of school).  

Notes were sent home the end of 

November to students missing more 

than 6 days.   
 

The following is a review of 

Meridianôs attendance policy:  (2011-

2012 Handbook - Page 27 ïparagraph) 

ATTENDANCE  

The Nebraska School Laws require 

regular school attendance for all 

students of school age. That law states 

that every person residing in a school 

district in Nebraska and who has legal 

or actual charge or control of any child 

who is of mandatory attendance age (6

-18 years of age) shall enroll the 

student and see to it that the student is 

in attendance each day that such 

school is open and in session, except 

when illness or severe weather 

conditions make attendance impossible 

or impracticable.  
 

In addition to this, schools have found 

that irregularity in attendance is the 

most frequent cause of failures; 

therefore, parents will greatly aid the 

school in promoting the educational 

welfare of their student if they will not 

ask to have their student excused 

except in cases of extreme emergency. 

 

 

Art 8 and Art I students designed and 

built nutcrackers out of recycled Pringles 

cans.  These students studied the history 

of the nutcracker, learned the story of 

The Nutcracker and the Mouse King 

written by E. T. A. Hoffman, and now 

they have a better understanding of The 

Nutcracker Ballet.  Each student put his/

her own embellishments on the 

nutcrackers.  Several advanced students 

also chose to create a nutcracker.  Riley 

Brakhage and Brandon Sales topped the 

experience with a very large nutcracker 

that recycled several materials, including 

an old volleyball!  These nutcrackers 

were on display in the commons for two 

weeks for all to see and enjoy.   

 

 

 

Look at you, all cozy and comfortable, 

reading this newsletter, mocking me. As 

you sit in your home comfortably sipping 

on cocoa and eating cookies, I hope 

youôre still thinking of the Meridian 

Student Council. We have been hard at 

work this holiday season on improving 

our school and even helping some 

students in other countries! 

 

Throughout the month of December, the 

Meridian Student Council held many 

festive fundraisers. One of these 

fundraisers was our annual Mitten Tree. 

The Mitten Tree is a Christmas tree that 

we set up in the Commons area of the 

school and students are welcome to bring 

mittens, stocking caps, scarves, anything 

to keep someone warm during this cold 

season. The collected items are donated 
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everyone received their order and has 

been enjoying the goodies. 

Thanks to your support, the chapter 

netted a profit of about $3,200. The 

money earned will be used for State 

Leadership Conference, National 

Leadership Conference, and school 

service projects throughout the year. 
 

After the Holiday vacation, members 

will begin working on their projects for 

State Leadership Conference. FBLA 

wishes all of you a happy Holiday 

Season! 

Ashli Soukup, 

Reporter 

 

Meridian Public 

Schools Foundation 
There will be a Meridian Public Schools 

Foundation meeting on January 15, 

2012, at 7:00 p.m. The public is 

ALWAYS welcome, so please join us 

in the school commons. 
 

 

Please support the M-Pie Soup Supper 

to be held during the Exeter-Milligan 

basketball game on Tuesday, January 

17th, from 4:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The 

proceeds will go toward various 

projects to help students attending 

Meridian. 
 

Please notify Kathy Houser (402-446-

7265) or Angie Pribyl (402-469-3639) 

if you would like to donate hamburger, 

dessert, hamburger buns, ham, cheese 

slices, tomato juice, chicken broth or be 

willing to work. It would be greatly 

appreciated if you would let us know 

what you intend to donate before 

January 11th. M-Pie will be having a 

meeting to make final plans for the soup 

supper at 7:00 p.m. on that date, so 

please call Kathy or Angie before then.  

to Blue Valley in Fairbury. Thank you to 

everyone who contributed as we had 

approximately 40 donations.  
 

Another fundraiser that the Student 

Council held was ñBooks Involved for 

Belizeò. In this project, students brought 

in a lot of school supplies for a former 

Council member, Mariah Filipi.  Mariah 

will deliver the donated items during her 

trip to Belize in 2012. Thank you for all 

the donations.  
 

So, as you have finished that yummy cup 

of cocoa, and Iôm still freezing, I hope 

you remember that the Meridian Student 

Council is always here to help. On my 

behalf, and that of the Student Council, 

Merry Christmas and have a safe and 

happy New Year!  

See you in 2012, 

Lupe Dimas  

Student Council Public Relations 
 

 

ñToys for Totsò is a program held by the 

U.S. Marine Corps Reserve to bring the 

joy of Christmas to needy children. Over 

the past 10 years, 6,300,000 needy 

children have received a toy from ñToys 

for Totsò and Meridian students have 

helped.  

 

Our National Honor Society program has 

been hosting ñToys for Totsò for three 

years. Meridianôs goal this year was to 

donate 100 toys-and we almost made it! 

Students who donated a toy will receive 

enjoyment by watching a movie in early 

January, along with the reward of giving 

Christmas toys to needy children. 

Christina Maschman, 

Public Relations 

FBLA members finished their major 

fundraising project for the year. 

Members sold fruit, butter braids, cookie 

dough, and pans. Some of the members 

helped unload the 127 boxes of fruit, 

potatoes, meat, and cheese that arrived 

on December 12. Several FBLA Seniors 

helped sort the fruit to complete each 

order. After the fruit was sorted, baskets 

were assembled for delivery. Hopefully, 
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January - Took new scarf back to store 

because it was too tight. 

February - Fired from pharmacy job 

for failing to print labelsé.. 

ñDUH!òé.. bottles wonôt fit in the 

typewriter!!! 

March  - Got excited.....finished jigsaw 

puzzle in 6 months.....box said "2-4 

years!" 

April  - Trapped on escalator for 

hours.....power went out!!! 

May - Tried to make Kool-Aid.....8 

cups of water won`t fit into those little 

packets!!! 

J u n e -  T r i e d  t o  go  wa t e r 

skiing.....couldn`t find a lake with a 

slope. 

July - Lost back stroke swimming 

competition é.. learned later, other 

swimmers used their arms!!! 

August - Got locked out of car in rain 

storm.....car swamped, because top was 

down. 

September - The capital of California 

is "C".....isn`t it??? 

October - Hate M &M`s.....they are so 

hard to peel. 

November - Baked turkey for 4 1/2 

days.....instructions said 1 hour per 

pound and I weigh 108!!! 

December - Couldn`t cal l 9-

11....."duh".....there`s no "eleven" 

button on the phone!!! 

What a year!! 

"The most wasted of all days is one 

without laughter." 

 

Shout ôtil the echoes ringé    for the glory of our team!   Wh 


