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O0Super Stuffobd
from Mr. Gade

HAPPY NEW YEAR!! The Holiday
Season is upon us and then again qui
past.
with special friends and family, al
celebrate 2011 and beyond. Main
that Holiday feeling and smile while y
strive for those

one of my resolutions, like usual, ¢

We hope you had time to spg

MERIDIAN COMMUNITY FITNESS
CENTER

Wallls are up, the roof is getting put on,
looks like a building, the Meridiar
Community Fitness Center is und

Students/Option Enrollment revision and
repeal of Policy 5119.5. Motion carried 6
it-0.

brWolfe moved and Jackson seconded the

struction. Watch the progress and fhapproval of recognizing the Meridian

n
ngild take shape on our Meridian Pub
ools website (www.meridianmustangs.org).

MSTRICT ANNUAL REPORT
P he Meridian Publ
N@p(Wt toVitfe PAtrns is 4ld avRiladle

icEducation Association as the sole
bargaining agent for certified staff for the
20122013 school year. Motion carried 6
-0.

|
the

on our school websit

some pounds off the mainframe.
the construction of the

Itd?vaw meridianmustangs.org). T

Meridiaieport includes financial data, student 2-

Community Fitness Center, | am hopefgksessment data, and general informafi

that this resolution will have a bet
success this year.

as we change the year, not the clock
12. January begins the calendar year
creates W2 and 1099 Forms as so
financial calendars are complete.
Meridian, January signifies the beginn
of a new semester, the half way poin
the school year, one activity sea
completei one in progres$ one yet tg
come, oneghird of the fiscal year in th
books, and preparations for next year
in progress. Happy New Year blurred
the fluidity of time.

SCHOOL BOARD RECOGNITION
WEEK

January is also National School Bogyg

Recognition Month. Nebraska h
designated January 28, as Nebrask
School Board Recognition Week. T
school boardbs j o
for the education program, design
structure to achieve that vision, ass
schools are accountable to

community, and strongly advoca
continuous improvement in studg
learning. The Meridian school board

Th
th

®bout Meridian Public Schools.
report can be found under

ﬁe website.
(0]

and \eridian Board of Education
ne District 48-0303

At December 19, 2011
ng Regular Meeting

9he Meridian Public School Board g

19, 2011, as per notice in the Fairbu

€JournalNews.
are

meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The op
meeting law information was presente
Members present were Baxa, Wolfe
Miller, Jackson, Frank, and Mussm
Pilso present were Interim Supt. Ga

@@nd Principal Kelley.
a

heliller moved and Wolfe seconded t
d. Minutes of the November 21, 2011

ure Regular Meeting

he. District Financial Report

ite3. Activity Fund Report

n¥. Hot Lunch Report

i%. Bills

doing its job very well. Please take ti

this month to thank them for their
encourage them to ké@axa moved and Frank seconded
working for our students, or just spsipprove

dedication,

i Good Jobo.
Education members are:

Gary Mussman, and Dwayne Wolfe.

T h e | R&4airemedts. Mation Earied d
Gary Bagxa,
Chad Frank, Brian Jackson, Larry MilleF;rank moved and Wolfe seconded

otion carried €0.

Policy 5114Admission
o]

The New Year provides many meanim{?dmlmstratlon/Superlntendent page ¢n

P®Hucation met on Monday, Decembr

[Bresident Mussman called the regula

bapproge the consens dgendialas fsllbws}a

tPrincipal  Kelley reported on
following:
1. Ipads for the Staff

Data Meetings Based on Our
Response to Intervention

Math Strategies we are using in the
elementary

1C
e 3.

e

Supt. Gade reported on the following:
1. Appraisal/Evaluation Policies
2. Policy 5150 Dues, Fees and Charges
3. Progress of the Meridian
Community Fitness Center
4. Gym Floor Coverings

=

Miller moved and Baxa seconded to

rydispose of the obsolete equipment.
Motion carried €0.

The next regular meeting of the Board of

anducation was scheduled for January 16,

d2012 at 7:00 p.m.

E:Miller moved and Wolfe seconded to

‘T adjourn at 8:17 p.m.

Dwayne Wolfe,
Secretary Meridian District # 48303

@)

HAVE A SUPER YEAR

and a

MUSTANGISTAMPEDE!

approve Policy 5118lon-Resident




Notes fromthe §
| PreK-12 Principal 3
i Bobby Kelley

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!!!

Letds hope the re
2012 will deal us as calm of a wintg
season as we had in the months
November and December! Students W
begin the New Year by returning bac
from the holiday break on January 3r
2012.

RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION (RTI)
Update on the implementation of th
Meridian RTI (Response T(
Intervention) program: For the pa
couple of years we have been in t
process of creating an RTI progra
Since the beginning of this school ye
we have implemented several parts
this program, the most important of tho
implementations is student interventior
The teachers at Meridian have be
working very hard to ensure studen
who are struggling are getting the ex
help they need to be successful.
examples of those
student mentoring, Reading Plus, Lex
or 1 on 1 time with a staff membe
Through these efforts the students w|
are being served will become strong
academic students in the future.

1TO 1 COMPUTER TRAINING

Since the teachers have been doing s
a great job of increasing their use
technology in their classrooms, we felt
vital that we get computers in the han
of all the high school studentg
Therefore, beginning second semester
students in grades-B2 will be given a

Song
interventions aile

internet safety, how to use Goog
docs, basic computer care, Mood
training, important research website
and how to use the correct citations f|
the internet and other resources. G
hope is that the students will get
better understanding of how to prope
5 Wse tloefr compluters! s ¢ h o o |

r
oFIRST SEMESTER GRADES
iliThe first semester will officially end of
kFriday, January 6th, 2012. The fir
d semester grades will be sent home w
the students by January ™2 If for
some reason you do not receive yg
childds grades pl
eand we will get you another copy.

LtMUDECAS G/B BB TOURNEY
hahe MUDECAS girls and boys
hbasketball tournament will be playe
bduring the week of January™g4™,
obeeding will determine the date, tin
baand opponent for our play in th
sMUDECAS Tournament.

- CROSSROADS CONFERENCE
_TOURNAMENT

"CRC basketball tournament i
scheduled for Jan. 227", at the York
a'City Auditorium. Seeding will

1'60r our play in the CRC Tournament.

CIMPORTANT JANUNARY DATES

Jan. 3rd Students Return!!!
Jan. & End of 2° Quarter and

Jd} i 1% Semester

i Jan. 47 14" MUDECAS BB

it Tournament

hgJan. 18 School Board Meeting
Jan. 18 1:30 Dismissal

Jan. 23re27th CRC BB Tournament

I
jan. 28 MUDECAS Speech

computer in order to take full advanta
of the technology we have to offer
Meridian.

However, with the increase in comput rﬁ

use, comes the increase of comp

misuse, so when the students return from™— .
holiday break we will be training th¢ Solving the Bullying Problem

entire secondary on the proper use
care of their computers.
will take place on Thursday, Januar),

and Friday, January™s During these
two halfdays of training students wil

This trainirng

%EEEEEEEEE&

by ry
Susan Thomas *\&

%EEEEEEEEE@

dapted from Bullying, Guidance Givaways, b
om Carr, M.S. LPC)

Research has found three out of fo
students report they have been bullig
Ninety percent of students sai

n

h WHail to the varsityeée
Meridian Public School, District 48303 January, 2012
EEE learn a variety of things includingf emotional problems. We must help the

evictims of bullying, but also the bullies to

lec hange their

acharacterized as bullies in grade9 6ad

yat least one conviction by age 24.

y Bullying by girls, known as relational

ways.
s,receive help often end up in serious
brtrouble. One Canadian study found that
uapproximately 60% of boys who were

d suffering,

%@LRKPBI L O} Pq@chéKBV@

UlLanguage,
dAgainst

d Friendships.
e

bullying causes social, academic a

aggression, is also a growing problem.

To help their child, parents must take

stteasing and bullying seriously. Realize
tithat bullies have high seffsteem (NOT

low) and gain power by hurting others.

ul
elf your child seems to be a victimg ¢ h o

Know the signs of bullying: bruises,
torn clothing, lost their lunch money,
becomes more
to school, is irritable, school work is
and has trouble sleeping.
Teach your child to have assertive

eposture, to stay in control and report any
b cyber bullying. Have your child make a

list of caring adults he can go to if he is
bullied. Do not let your child stay home
from school.

S If your child seems to be the bully:

Know the signs of bullying behaviors:
figi ftso from other

| determine the date, time, and oppongnwith peers, insensitive to the feelings of

other children or animals. To help your
child not to bully, have them make a
pledge fAnot to bul
to be kind and respectful to others,

supervise access to computer and teach

responsible use ofmails, face book and
instant messaging.

| f your child
Encourage them to help out their friends

who are being bullied.

Elementary Guidance
have a series
5 entitled Different and the Same The

overall purpose is to help students talk
about, understand and prevent prejudice.

Goals of the program are Fairness,
Awareness, Inclusion and Respect.
Topics included are: Name Calling,
Being Excluded, Speaking a Different
Stereotyping,

Prejudice, and Interracial

qgui et ,

Standing up

c |

y

doesn
categories, he or she is a bystander.

of



Onwa

{J

rd to

victoryeée

May

t¢hpe y

Page 3

Meridian Public School, District 48303

January, 2012

7-12 Guidance
Seventh grade had lessons on persg
and social topics. Eighth grade ha
been using technology to research car,
specialties in the
Technology Cluster. Next semester
will be preparing a 4/ear plan for high
school. Our next career cluster will 4
Transportation, Distribution
Logistics. We will then be focusing o
the Construction Careers.

Juniors:

e Register by January 13,
February 11 ACT

e Continue to research colleges usi
www.educationguest.org or
www.nebraskacareerconnections.org

e Start setting up college visits.

Seniors:

e Ask the college(s) you applied to fq
their FAFSA priority date.

e Apply for FAFSA Personal
Identification Numbers atin.ed.gov
eComplete your t a
need that information for the FAFSA.

e Continue to apply for scholarships.

for th

Itds time to prep
This very important part of your colleg
application process. The FAFSA is th
application for state, federal and colleg
specific financi al
t hi nk youdl |l HYasa
financial aid, you should complete th
FAFSA to qualify for lowinterest
student and parent loans. C3
EducationQuest 402755222 ex 1 to
reserve your spot for a FAFSA Filin
session and they will schedule you. Y
may also walk in to their office and us
their computer and get some help.
you have filed a FAFSA before, you ma
want to access the tutorial
EducationQuest website, where you ¢
also find a link to the Federal FAFS
form itself. Or go tovww.fafsa.gov

Changes to 201213 FAFSA simplify
income tax section: EducationQuest
wants to make you aware of a new IR
Data Retrieval Process that allows onli
FAFSA filers to pull specific tax returrn
data directly from the Internal Reveny
Service.

Information their tax forms, their IRS data will b

andl e type of tax return filed

on thee

How the IRS Data Retrieval Process
nalorks:
VeApproximately two weeks afte
bagtudents and parents electronically fi

veavailable to retrieve and transfer in
their FAFSA by entering their:
ee FAFSA PIN

1 e address as it appears on your tax
return

Retrieved data includes:
€e adjusted gross income
o taxes paid
'% number of exemptions
¢ education credits

and pensions

r There will be a Webinar i Ho w
Compl et e t h whichFwAllF
help parents and students prepare
the FAFSA. Webinars are schedul

xfers early as youd
Monday, January 9 7:00 p.m. (CT)
Registration linkhttp://goo.gl/1lthi
Wednesday, January 11/ 7:00 p.m.

A CB)Relyi@tratidnh Enk:Frth:# A

F goo0.gl/97LtJ
e

e Follow these steps to complete t
FAd-$Adand tieviieanciali afd prgces
Contgct thé ooltege(s) goa dpplied t

eand ask for their FAFSA priority filing
date. Requesta Personal Identification

[INumber (PIN)for you and one for 3
parent atpin.ed.gov Complete your

pucurrent tax information.

e
[fTo prepare for the FAFSA Gather

ythese student and parent items:
2011 federal income tax forms
2011 W2 forms
Student 6s
Social Security numbers
Birth dates

Date parents were marrieq
separated, divorced or widowed
Current cash, savings and checki
account balances

Current investment values (stock
bonds, mutual funds, CDs, etg
excluding your home and retireme

an
N

° dri ver

e untaxed portions of IRA distributions

) 2011 taxes earlgs the FAFSA require$

Value of business (if more than 100
employees)

Value of investment farm (Do not
include the value of a family farm
that you or your parents live on and

le

(0]

operate.)

e 2009 child support (paid and/or
received)

e 2009 Workersbd

Other untaxed income in 2009 such as
housing/food/ living allowances for
military and clergy

e Alien Registration Number for
eligible noncitizens

What to Expect next:

b Expect a Student Aid Report

acknowledging your form was processed.

Expect the Financial Aid Award

cNotification:s in the spring from the
“colleges you listed on your FAFSA.
fcApply for student and parent loans (if
3(inecessarybhrough your college.

For free help with college planning,
contact EducationQuest Foundation in
Lincoin: 4024755222 or 800303
13745

- JEBEAKTSNN

We are happy to report the breakfast
program has exceeded last vyear's
numbers in the high school (graded?)
this year. On the average, over one third
of our high school students eat breakfast
each morning. Some days we have had
between 40 and 50 percent eating
breakfast in the high school. In
Elementary, only about one seventh of
our students are eating each morning.

p

ANovemher Excess\w\e
Alisenteeisimm Rennx\

The November report sent in to the
'state reflects the following
information:

NCStudents missing more than 2 full days in
the month of NovemberGrades K6=5,
s,Grades 712=18, resulting in a total of
)23 students. npote: | a st
htcount was 11). Of these 23 students, 19
excuses wer e rel

accounts

Compe

year 0s

at e


http://goo.gl/1lthi
http://goo.gl/97LtJ
http://goo.gl/97LtJ
http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://www.educationquest.org
http://www.nebraskacareerconnections.org
http://www.pin.ed.gov
http://www.fafsa.gov

@ Wedl |l give a cheer for the
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whether illness, dentist/doctof Appointments with hair dressers,

appointments, hospitalization, head shopping trips, helping out at home anc \
lice, etc.; 14 excuses were markgdthe like should be done on family tim¢, lﬂ,ac er’ “%\ \
Aot her o whi ch i [nnotl schdok tine. ¥edicak appihtmengs

helping at home, short term should be made for late afternoon whgr \ v

suspension, license, etc.; 1 studgntpossible. It is usually very difficult tq = -
was marked long term suspension; apcearn a passing grade in classes when

1 student was marked expelled.
these absences, 3 students did
bring a note or a phone call was n
made stating the reason of th
absences.Again, it is very important
the school be notified of all absence
as if there is a question of credits tg
be given, the reason given is thg
number one factor to be considered
If you see a doctor or are hospitalized
a doctor / dentist note is very useful i
this situation.

The total for missing more than si

days since the beginning of school wasprincipal has the right to require any / 4

reported as: Grades -8=5 students
and Grades-12=15 students making
a total of 20 (n

plus report showed 15 missing more
than 6 days since the start of schoof)

Notes were sent home the end

November to students missing mote €quivalent) in any given semester andfo

than 6 days.

The following is a review of

Meri di ands attend

2012 Handbook Page 21 paragraph)
ATTENDANCE

The Nebraska School Laws requife Attorney in which the family resides fo

regular school attendance for a
students of school age. That law stat]
that every person residing in a scho
district in Nebraska and who has leg
or actual charge or control of any chil
who is of mandatory attendance age
-18 years of age) shall enroll th
student and see to it thiie student is

in attendance each day that such
school is open and in sessipmexcept

when illness or severe weathe
conditions make attendance impossib
or impracticable.

In addition to this, schools have foun
that irregularity in attendance is th
most frequent
therefore, parents will greatly aid th
school in promoting the educationg
welfare of their student if they will not
ask to have their student excusd
except in cases of extreme emergen

cause of failureq;

fstudent has been absent for
otinreasonable number of days.

Dt
o Any student's absences, excused O

unexcused, of more than seven (7) day
in one semester or the hourly
equivalent may cause his/her clasg
credits to be denied for the semester
The number of absences is considered
a periodby-period basis. The building
principal will make the determination i
credit is to be granted or withheld aft
investigating the student's EXCESSIV
ABSENTEEISM RECORD. The

missed time from class period(s) to
made up before favorable determinati
D of granting aeslits wilybe eonsiilered.6

A family who has a student with mor
hfthan seven (7) days missed (or the hou

does not send the required parental ng
to school as school policy requires ¢
expect written correspondence from t
achaok or @ adquest yfar a méeing
discuss the excessive absenteeism.
school may also contact the Coun

| assistance in resolving the excess
bsabsenteeism problem as suggested
DINebraska State School Law -299
hl (Compulsory Attendance).

)
gWhen a student is ill and absent fro

L school for the day, he/she will NOT b
allowed to attend any school activity ag
participant or as a spectator that nig
unless approved by the administratio

[emiss a day of school to go to wor
unless the work is at home as a fam

b be considered.

—_— U

d_

r The school cannot excuse any student t

necessity or an employer has extreft
0 need due to extenuating circumstanceg t

O.
Art 8 and Art | students designed and
f built nutcrackers out of recycled Pringles
Pl'cans. These students studied the history
Eof the nutcracker, learned the story of

The Nutcracker and the Mouse King
llwritten by E. T. A. Hoffman, and now
DEthey have a better understandingTafe
DI'Nutcracker Ballet. Each student put his/
her own embellishments on the
nutcrackers. Several advanced students
evalso chose to create a nutcracker. Riley
rI-Brakhage and Brandon Sales topped the
experience with a very large nutcracker
hat recycled several materials, including
Man old volleyball! These nutcrackers
'Swere on display in the commons for two
ﬁweeks for all to see and enjoy.

ty

" SHICO NSNS

Look at you, all cozy and comfortable,
reading this newsletter, mocking me. As
yyou sit in your home comfortably sipping
0N cocoa and eating cookies, | hope
eyouc“Jre still t hinki
h.Student Council. We have been hard at
work this holiday season on improving
our school and even helping some
students in other countries!

ly

I

n

Throughout the month of December, the
Meridian Student Council held many

festive fundraisers. One of these
fundraisers was our annual Mitten Tree.
The Mitten Tree is a Christmas tree that
we set up in the Commons area of the
school and students are welcome to bring
mittens, stocking caps, scarves, anything
to keep someone warm during this cold

yq

season. The collected items are donated




§&)  shout o6til the echoes mhngé @} fo
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A=

to Blue Valley in Fairbury. Thank you tp . ...ono received their order and Has
everyone who contributed as we h eerslenjoying the goodies
approximately 40 donations. Thanks to your support, the chapdler m”‘ “‘.‘\\-\

Another fundraiser that the Studephthetted a profit of about $3,200. The

b=

Council held was |f8n%  agmed will \bg psgdsfar Sigiganuary - Took new scarf backto store
Belizeo. In this pleajeslin Condeegepe Nationah BEaSiEn MO OH | -
in a lot of school supplies for a formdrLeadership Conference, and schcnolfe uar 'f Irec Iro'm p arma(t:y Jo

: : i b service projects throughout the year. or arling 0 pr
Council member, Mariah Filipi. Marial proj 9 y FDUH! 66 . bottles  we

will deliver the donated items during her . . I
trip to Belize in 2012. Thank you for all After the Holiday vacation, membets typewriter:

the donations will begin working on their projects fo March - Got excited.....finished jigsaw
' State Leadership Conference. FBLApuzzle in 6 months.....box said -42

So, as you have finished that yummy cpgvishes all of you a happy Holiday years!"

of cocoa, and |6m3S€#aA| | freezing, |[IAPHoypErapped on ”elzscalator for
you remember that the Meridian Studgnt Asgh SOlthup, rl\l/lo;yrsn..'.I'pr(i)evgiert(\)lve;taigtul.(oomd g
Council is always here to help. On nJy eporter ) Nake KOGAI..... :
behalf, and that of the Student Coundil, ;:Féie?;‘l’:’ater won't fit into those little
hM;err)); ﬁ:xs\t(rggﬁ and have a safe and Meridian PUb“C June N Tried to go water
' - : skiing..... couldn't find a lake with a
Seeyoun2012)  Schools Foundation | o0~ "
upe DIMas| thare will be a Meridian Public Schools ' —
; : ; July - Lost back stroke swimmin
Student Council Public Relations - s o meeting on January 15, gmp St o gI ca

- . 2012, at 7:00 p.m. The public |s swimmers used their arms!!!
/”f,fﬁﬂm}& ?‘“\%\,\ ALWAYS welcome, so please join Us august - Got locked out of car in rain
in the school commons. storm.....car swamped, because top was
AToys for Totsod i$ a program hel d bydownhe
U.S. Marine Corps Reserve to bring the September- The capital of California
joy of Christmas to needy children. Ove A is "C".....isn't it???
the past 10 years, 6,300,000 need///['saun S“\\%\ October - Hate M &M’s.....they are so
children have r eceFlved ar Eho%i %r oSm il Thard te peel.
for Totsodo and Me 1 %?eﬁs}ﬂgp;i %h eéE P, ”.upnea Wevember - Baked turkey for 4 1/2
helped. to be he uring the Exetédilligan days.....instructions said 1 hour per
basketball game on Tuesday, Janupr .

. ) ound and | weigh 108!!!
Our National Honor Society program hasl7th' from 4':_)’0 p-.m. to 8:00 p.m._Tre December - Couldn't call 9
been hosting AToy Spro_?;egdrs Wt\lggos B’Wa?do Ya"OUSh1n e @'duh”.....there’s no "eleven"
year s. Mer i di ands %?06%5"51 o hglp sStUdﬁnéSa ?‘te”%%unon an the phone!!!
donate 100 toyand we almost made if] endian. What a year!!
Students who donated a toy will recei ®lease notify Kathy Houser (40216 "The most wasted of all days is one
enjoyment by watching a movie in ear y7265) or Angie Pribyl (40269-3639) without laughter."
January, along with the reward of givingi v would like to donate hamburget,

Christmas toys_to needy children. dessert, hamburger buns, ham, cheese
Christina Maschman, slices, tomato juice, chicken broth or pe
Public Relations willing to work. It would be greatly
appreciated if you would let us kno
/ZIA REP““\ what you intend to donate befofe ﬂ

= : . | January 11th. MPie will be having &
FBLA members finished their majof yeeting to make final plans for the solip
fundraising project for the yeal. g, ner ot 7:00 p.m. on that date, |so
Members sold fruit, butter braids, cookle,|aase call Kathy or Angie before thér. &
dough, and pans. Some of the membe%

helped unload the 127 boxes of fru
potatoes, meat, and cheese that arri
on December 12. Several FBLA Senig
helped sort the fruit to complete ea

were assembled for delivery. Hopefully, 0

order. After the fruit was sorted, baske




