
Summer School:  

Summer School will be held on the 

following dates: May 31, June 1, 7, 8, 

14, 15, 21, 22, 28, 29, July 5, 12, and 

19. 
 

Busing Information:  

Thanks to everyone for completing the 

busing forms. Further lists and details 

will be sent during the summer. 
 

Public Notice:  

On July 20, 2016, at 5:00 p.m., a 

meeting conducted by Meridian Public 

School will take place in Room 113 at 

Meridian Public School. The purpose 

of the meeting will be to provide an 

opportunity for parents and 

representatives of nonpublic schools to 

participate in the development of a plan 

for providing special education services 

to children with disabilities who attend 

nonpublic schools and home-schools 

which are within the Meridian Public 

School district for the 2016-2017 

school year. Parents of a home-

schooled child or a child attending a 

nonpublic school that has been, or may 

be, identified with a disability and 

attend a nonpublic school within the 

boundaries of Meridian Public School, 

are urged to attend. If you have further 

questions pertaining to this meeting, 

please contact Randy Kort at 402-446-

7265. 
 

Board of Education 

Meridian Public Schools 

District 48-0303  

Daykin, Nebraska 68338 

Monday, May 16, 2016 
 

Regular May 16, 2016 Meeting 

7:00 P.M. 

Meridian Public School Board of 

Education met on Monday, May 16, 

2016, as per notice in the Fairbury 

Journal-News. 
 

 

May is a month full of activities like 

Graduation, Mother’s Day, and State 

Track, when you include awards 

banquet, elementary track meet, coffee 

house music, field trips and just the end 

of the school year activities it seems very 

hectic.  Now that those activities are 

over, I encourage everyone to take a deep 

breath and enjoy some family time.  I do 

realize this break is minimal as baseball, 

softball, and summer leagues begin, but 

do enjoy the time with your children. 
 

Meridian graduated 19 including two 

foreign exchange students.  This is a 

great milestone for these young men and 

women.  Listening to the students reflect 

on their memories with each other and 

events through their years until 

graduation demonstrate the close bond 

students are able to have here at 

Meridian.  It is great to see how close our 

students are and how supportive they 

become with each other throughout their 

years at Meridian. 
 

Track students did a great job at districts 

with several qualifying for state.  The 

girls’ team ended up third; scoring 90 

points coming in behind Friend who had 

91 points, and the winner was Sterling 

with 92 points.  This was some very 

close competition.  State qualifiers were 

Rasclyn Griffin in the 100, Rylee Pieper 

in the high jump, 200 and 4X100 relay, 

Erin Johnson in the 110 hurdles, 4X100 

relay, Andi Kort in the pole vault, 

4X100, Bridgette Jackson 4X100, 

Brianna Barton in the 2 mile, and 

Breanna Miller in the mile.   

 

President VanWesten called the meeting 

to order at 7:00 p.m. The open meeting 

law information was presented. Members 

present were Sobotka, Bartels, Miller, 

Scheer, Vorderstrasse, and VanWesten.  

Also present were Superintendent Kort, 

Principal Scott, Mr. Placek, Shelby 

Homolka, McKehna Bartels, and Crystal 

Nuñez. 
 

Vorderstrasse moved and Miller 

seconded to approve the consent agenda 

as follows:   

1. Minutes of the April 4, 2016 Special 

Meeting 

2. Minutes of the April 18, 2016 

Regular Meeting 

3. Minutes of the May 2, 2016 Special 

Meeting 

4. District Financial Report 

5. Activity Fund Report 

6. Hot Lunch Report 

7. Bills 

Vote taken: Vorderstrasse-aye, Miller-

aye, Bartels-aye, Scheer-aye, Sobotka-

aye, and VanWesten-aye.  Motion 

carried 6-0. 
 

Principal Scott stated that the Elementary 

Math Curriculum Team is looking at a 

new series with on-line supported 

material.    
 

FBLA members Bridgette Jackson, 

McKehna Bartels, Shelby Homolka, and 

Jake VanWesten will attend the National  

Leadership Conference in Georgia on 

June 28, 2016.  Bartels moved and Miller 

seconded to assist with the total 

estimated expenses of $8,600 minus 

money earned from planned fundraiser 

events. Vote taken: Vorderstrasse-aye, 

Miller-aye, Bartels-aye, Scheer-aye, 

Sobotka-aye, and VanWesten-aye.  

Motion carried 6-0. 
 

Superintendent Kort stated that the carpet 

would be replaced in the Jr. High Science 

Room, Band Room and Library in the 

summer.  Vorderstrasse moved and 
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Hail to the varsity…  Cheer them along the way…   

Congratulations to the following 

students on their performances at 

District Music Contest; Superior: Seth 

Noel-Piano Solo, Jakub VanWesten-

Vocal Solo, Jasmine Daniels-Trombone 

Solo, Guitar Duet; Excellent: Band, 

Choir, Micah Noel-Piano Solo, Show 

Choir, Brooke Massa- Vocal Solo, 

Tabitha Jacobs-Vocal Solo, Percussion 

Ensemble #1, Percussion Ensemble #2, 

Sara Most-Trombone Solo, Brass 

Sextet, Trumpet Duet, Seth Noel-Horn 

Solo; Good: Brianna Barton-Vocal 

Solo,  and Kristopher Strommer-Vocal 

Solo. 
 

6-8th Math Contest... Ally Kort 

received 4th place and Brynn Holtmeier 

received 1st place in the 6th grade 

individual test competition. Sixth grade 

attendees were: Ally Kort, Brynn 

Holtmeier, and Erika Schwisow. 

Seventh Grade: Corin Paul, Lane 

Barton, and Kezia Connealy. Eighth 

Grade: Halle Pribyl, Zach Kerwood, 

and Breanna Boyce. Many of them 

were only a point or two away from 

placing in the individual test 

competition! 
 

The awards banquet was held on 

Friday, May 6th.  It was well attended 

and many students were recognized for 

their achievements in academics, 

athletics, and the arts.  
 

Congratulations to the Meridian Track 

State Qualifiers: Rylee-200, High 

Jump, 4x100; Erin Johnson-100 

Hurdles, 4x100; Andi Kort-Pole Vault, 

4x100; Bridgette Jackson-4x100; 

Brianna Barton-3200; Breanna Miller-

1600; and Rascyln Griffin-100. 
 

Friday, May 6th.  It was well 

attended and many students were 

recognized for their achievements in 

academics, athletics, and the arts. 

Congratulations to the Meridian 

Track State Qualifiers.... Rylee 

Pieper-200, High Jump, 4x100, Erin 

Johnson-100 Hurdles, 4x100, Andi 

Kort-Pole Vault, 4x100, Bridgette 

Jackson-4x100, Brianna Barton-

3200 –Additional Qualifiers-Not 

confirmed yet (as of 5-12-16 am) -

Breanna Miller-1600, Rascyln-100 
4. The drama department presented 

“Game of Tiaras” on May 7 and 8.  

Lots of great performers in a fun 

presentation. 
5. NeSA and MAP testing has been 

completed for another year.  We 

will not receive NeSA final scores 

until this summer.  
6. Graduation was scheduled for 

Saturday, May 14th at 2:00pm.  

Seventeen students were scheduled 

to participate in the ceremony, 

including recognition of two foreign 

exchange students.  
7. Students’ last day is Thursday, May 

19th. 
 

Superintendent Kort reported: 

1. Review of Special Board Meeting 

2. Update on Buses and Bus Rotation 

Schedule 

3. Summer Weight Room Supervision 

and Compensation 

4. Update on Generator Project 

5. Awards Banquet 

6. Summer and Kitchen Projects 
 

Next Regular Meeting set for Monday, 

June 20, 2016 – 7:00 p.m. 
 

Miller moved and Vorderstrasse 

seconded to adjourn at 8: p.m. Vote 

taken: Vorderstrasse-aye, Miller-aye, 

Bartels-aye, Scheer-aye, Sobotka-aye, 

and VanWesten-aye.  Motion carried 6-

0. 

J. Scott Sobotka,  
Secretary Meridian District # 48-0303 

Miller seconded to approve the estimate 

from Barbers Furniture in the amount of 

$20,072 to install the carpet.  Vote taken: 

Vorderstrasse-aye, Miller-aye, Bartels-

aye, Scheer-aye, Sobotka-aye, and 

VanWesten-aye.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 

Superintendent Kort stated the 

MUDECAS High School and Jr. High 

track meets will NOT be divided in A 

and B divisions.  Awards will now be 

given for 1st through 8th place for both 

the High School and Jr. High meets. 
 

Scheer moved and Miller seconded to 

increase Principal Scott’s salary $5,305 

for the 2016-2017 school year.  Vote 

taken: Vorderstrasse-aye, Miller-aye, 

Bartels-aye, Scheer-aye, Sobotka-aye, 

and VanWesten-aye.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 

Bartels moved and Miller seconded to 

increase Superintendent Kort’s salary 

$5,425 for the 2016-2017.  Vote taken: 

Vorderstrasse-aye, Miller-aye, Bartels-

aye, Scheer-aye, Sobotka-aye, and 

VanWesten-aye.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 
Principal Scott reported : 

1. Congratulations to the following 

students on their performances at 

District Music Contest:  Superior: 

Seth Noel -Piano Solo, Jakub 

VanWesten-Vocal Solo, Jasmine 

Daniels-Trombone Solo, Guitar Duet  

Excellent: Band, Choir, Micah Noel 

-Piano Solo, Show Choir, Brooke 

Massa-Vocal Solo, Tabitha Jacobs- 

Vocal Solo, Percussion Ensemble #1, 

Percussion Ensemble #2, Sara Most- 

Trombone Solo, Brass Sextet, 

Trumpet Duet, Seth Noel-Horn Solo  

Good: Brianna Barton-Vocal Solo, 

Kristopher Stromer-Vocal Solo 

2. 6-8th Math Contest... Ally Kort 

received 4th place and Brynn 

Holtmeier received 1st place in the 

6th grade individual test competition. 

6th grade attendees were: Ally Kort, 

Brynn Holtmeier, and Erika 

Schwisow. 7th Grade: Corin Paul, 

Lane Barton, and Kezia Connealy. 

8th Grade: Halle Pribyl, Zach 

Kerwood, and Breanna Boyce. Many 

of them were only a point or two 

away from placing in the individual 

test competition! 

3. The awards banquet was held on 

Mustang MEMO 
Mr. Harold Scott 

Principal 



-11 grade students was a copy of your 

student’s tentative schedule for next 

year along with a printout of their 

current transcript. If you have questions 

on either of these documents, please 

feel free to contact me. Changes to 

your child’s 2016-2017 class schedule 

can be made in August during the 

Drop/Add day. Keep an eye on the 

August calendar for this and other 

important beginning of school dates. 

Have a wonderful summer!  

- Gina Kroon, School Counselor 
 

Thank You! 
Meridian Public Schools would like to 
take the time to thank all of the 
members of M-PIE. We appreciate all 
you do for us - the Book Fair, Box 
Tops, lending a helping hand wherever 
needed. We truly do appreciate your 
support, time, and effort in helping to 
make Meridian the type of school one 
can be proud of. Thanks again! 
 

2016 SPORTS 

PHYSICALS 
It is time for parents and students to 
begin scheduling physicals for the 2016
-2017 school year. All children 
entering Kindergarten and 7th Grade 
are required by the State to have a 
physical prior to the start of the school 
year. Every child participating in any  
sport or cheerleading must have a 
physical as well. Physical forms 
(including a Student and Parent 
Consent Form) are available at the end 
of this newsletter and at the District 
Office of Meridian Public Schools. 
These forms must be signed and turned 
in to the school before your student is 

allowed to participate in their chosen 
sport(s). The Student and Parent 
Consent Form is considered part of 
the physical and MUST be signed 
and returned as well.  
 

The Fairbury Clinic, PC will be 
offering sports physicals to students of 
any grade by appointment. The price of 
a physical is $66 with an additional $8 
fee for a urinalysis. This clinic requires 
students entering Kindergarten and 7th 
grade to have a urine test. Please stop 
by the clinic and pick up sterile urine 
cups prior to your child’s physical. 
Collect the first morning urine and 
place the sample in the refrigerator 

At the graduation ceremony held on May 

14th, I announced the local scholarship 

winners. I would like to thank all of the 

donors of these scholarships for so 

generously contributing to the post-

secondary education of our students. 

New scholarships are always welcome so 

please contact the Guidance office if you 

are interested in providing a scholarship 

for future classes. Below is a list of the 

local scholarship winners for the Class of 

2016. 

 

Meridian Partners in Education: 

Jordan Daniels, Brooke Massa 

 Meridian Foundation:  

McKehna Bartels, Jordan Daniels, 

Bridgette Jackson, Brooke Massa,  

Cesar Nuñez, Jakub VanWesten 

Meridian Education Association: 

McKehna Bartels, Jordan Daniels,  

Jakub VanWesten 

Meridian Alumni:  

Jakub VanWesten 

Daykin Legion & Auxiliary:  

Brooke Massa 

Frank & Rose Cecrle Scholarship: 

Joshua Traynor 

LaVerne & Florence Schweer Scholarship:  

McKehna Bartels 

The Achiever Scholarship  

(Gary Johnson Family):  

Jordan Daniels 

Crossroads Conference:  

Jakub VanWesten 

Harre Seed & Services Customer 

Sponsored Scholarship:  

Anna Most 

The Resilience Scholarship:  

Bridgette Jackson, Joshua Traynor 

Mustang Leadership Scholarship 

(presented by Jason Bartels from 

Farm Bureau Insurance):  

Bridgette Jackson, Jakub VanWesten 

Western Community Club Scholarship: 
Joshua Traynor 

MUDECAS Scholarship: 
Jakub VanWesten 

 

Odds & Ends: 

Final report cards were mailed home the 

end of May. Included in the mailing for 7

until your appointment. Please call 402-
729-3361 to schedule your appointment, 
as these need to be scheduled prior to 
August 1, 2016. Students must bring all 

forms with their name and date of 
birth on each page as indicated. The 
medical history form must be filled out 
as well. The forms will need to be 
brought to the clinic previously signed 
by a parent or guardian. If a student 
arrives at the Fairbury Clinic with 
incomplete forms, they will need to 
reschedule their appointment. Physical 
forms are available in the main office 
of Meridian Public Schools. We will be 
submitting physicals to insurance. If you 
would like Faibury Clinic to submit 
yours, please let the front desk know 
when you call to schedule your 
appointment. 
 

The clinics of Beatrice Community 
Hospital  will be offer ing physicals to 
area students. The necessary forms for 
your child’s admission to school or 
participation in sports will need to be 
filled out prior to your Well Child Visit. 
You will need to be an established 
patient in the clinic you wish to schedule 
your visit with.  If your student is not 
accompanied by  a parent or legal 
guardian, written consent is necessary. 
 

Please preschedule your appointment 
with one of the following clinics: 

Beatrice Internal Medicine 
402-228-3545 

Beatrice Medical Center 
402-228-3366 

Gage County Medical Clinic 
402-228-3436 

Beatrice Women’s and Children’s 
Clinic 

402-228-3117 
Wymore Medical Clinic 

402-645-3310 
 

Stuco news 

It is my pleasure to be the new Student 

Council Public Relations Officer for the 

2016-2017 school year. I have taken up 

my duties just as the current school year 

approaches its end. We have had our 

election and have two new members 

joining our council, Garrett Klipp and 

Halle Pribyl. I wish both of them the best 

of luck working in our council.  We have 

also elected officers within the council: 

Baxter Beals as President, Erin Johnson 

as Vice President, Crystal Nuñez as 

Secretary, Shelby Homolka as Treasurer, 

   Onward to victory…       May they win again today… 
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER 

by 

Gina Kroon 



fortunate. Every year the student 

council does a school improvement 

project, this year we decided to put up 

record boards for all athletic activities. 

The record boards will be placed in the 

hallway near the locker rooms this way 

they will be clearly visible to all.  As 

the year continued, the student council 

did its fair share of dirty work at the 

school. We did our annual landscaping 

of the school grounds, as well as 

planting flowers before graduation. 

Planting these flowers was 

very...interesting to say the least. Most 

of the student council was at the 

groundwater festival so we recruited a 

bit of help from my fellow classmate, 

Adrian Nuñez. Adrian being the 

“professional gardener” he is helped a 

lot, so thank you.  As both an 

educational and fun getaway the 

student council went to Defy Gravity 

and Memorial Stadium, both located in 

Lincoln. Both of these activities were 

very enjoyable to the entire student 

Jaciee Sobotka and Allison Klipp as 

Historians, and yours truly, Jacqueline 

Dimas, as Public Relations. 

Congratulations to all of the officers. 
 

It has been a very productive year for the 

Meridian Student Council. We started the 

year off with the annual Back-to-School 

Bash, which was a booming success. 

Most of the council attended the district 

convention at Superior. Officers and 

class representatives went to state Stu-Co 

at Plattsmouth in late October. As 

always, the student council organized the 

Homecoming Dance. Not only did we 

help decorate and organize the dance, we 

also set up the voting for homecoming 

king and queen. In the early spring, the 

student council arranged the winter 

dance for the entire high school. The 

canned food drive which began at the 

winter dance, went quite well as the 

elementary brought a lot of 

nonperishable foods for those less 

council, with the exception of myself. I, 

being the intelligent human being that I 

am, had to sit out during the Defy 

Gravity portion of our getaway due to 

my minor head injury. Afterward, we 

enjoyed a delicious meal at Cheddars. 

Obviously, this past year had been very 

busy and fun for the student council of 

Meridian.  
 

Now as the school year comes to an end 

we would like to say that next year will 

be equally if not more amazing than this 

year. So go on, enjoy your summer. Eat 

some ice cream. Go swimming every 

day. Stay out really late. But remember 

that throughout all of your fun, the 

Meridian Student Council will stay hard 

at work making sure you show up to a 

school ready for you to succeed in. 

Wishing You a Wonderful Summer, 

Public Relations, Jacqueline Dimas 
 

 

   We’ll give a cheer for the varsity…     Long may they reign supreme … 
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State Track Qualifiers with Mrs. Lonnie Schwisow 
Kneeling (L to R): Andi Kort, Brianna Barton, Breanna Miller, Erin Johnson  

Standing (L to R): Rasclyn Griffin, Coach Jones, Bobbe Schwisow, Coach Hanzlik, Rylee Pieper, 

Bridgette Jackson 

“Finish the Race.” 
Lonnie Schwisow, beloved teacher and coach at Meridian Public School, finished his race in July, 2015. He loved all his  

students, but had a special connection with the track athletes. Lonnie could often be heard to say “Finish the race” in  

encouragement to those he coached. In honor of Lonnie’s memory, the Meridian state qualifiers added his quote, “Finish the 

race”, to the shirts made for the State Track meet. Pictured below are the Meridian State Track qualifiers and  

Mrs. Lonnie (Bobbe) Schwisow holding the shirt which commemorates our beloved coach. 
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   Shout ‘til the echoes ring…    For the glory of our team!    
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  Go Mustangs!     
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2016 FUNFRALL Softball Schedule 

June 1st 

Dorchester @ Meridian (8,10,14)  
 

June 6th 

Wilber@ Meridian (8,10,14) 
 

June 6th 

Wilber@ Meridian (8,10,14) 
 

June 8th 

Meridian @ E-M (8,10,14) 
 

June 13th 

Plymouth @ Meridian (8,10,14)* 

Wilber @ Meridian (18)-8:15 
 

 

 

Scheduled Order: 

Games will run 8’s, 10’s, 14’s, 

18’s unless noted otherwise 

 

Scheduled Times: 

2 games a night: 6:00 and 7:00 
 

3 games a night: 6:00, 7:00, & 

8:15 
 

*4 games a night:  

5:00, 6:00, 7:00, & 8:15 

2016 SFS Baseball Schedule 

Thursday, June 2 

Meridian @ Dorchester (Peewee) 

Meridian @ Dorchester (American) 

Meridian @ Dorchester (National) 
 

Tuesday, June 7th 

DeWitt @ Meridian (Peewee) 

DeWitt @ Meridian (American) 

DeWitt/Plymouth @ Meridian 

(National) 
 

Thursday, June 9th 

Meridian @ Wilber Black (Peewee) 

Meridian @ Wilber Black (American) 

Meridian @ Wilber Black (National) 
 

June 15th 

Meridian @ Dorchester (14) 

Meridian @ DeWitt (8,10,18) 
 

Tournament Dates: 

June 10th - 12th 

10 and Under Districts @ Has-

tings 

14 and Under Districts @ Has-

tings 

June 17th-19th 
8 and Under League Tournament @ DeWitt 

June 24th-26th 
10 and Under League Tournament @ Meridian 

June 26th, 27th, 29th 
14 and Under League Tournament @ E/M 

Tuesday, June 14th 

Friend 31’s @ Meridian (Peewee) 

Friend @ Meridian (American) 

Friend @ Meridian (National) 
 

Thursday, June 16th 

Meridian @ Friend 21’s (Peewee) 

Meridian @ Geneva Silver (American) 

Meridian @ Geneva Silver (National) 
 

Tuesday, June 21st 

Plymouth @ Meridian (Peewee) 

Plymouth @ Meridian (American) 

DeWitt/Plymouth @ Meridian* (National) 

Regular Game Times 

Peewee: 5:50 p.m. 

American: 7:00 p.m. 

National: 8:30 p.m. 

**Times may vary, please check 

with your coaches. 

 

*Added National League Game 
 

**Tourney Seed Meeting 

June 15, 2016 
 

 

TOURNAMENTS 

Peewee: June 24, 25, 26 @  

Milligan 

- Some June 24, games @ Friend 
 

American: June 23, 25, 27, 28 

@ Plymouth 

- Some June 23, games @  

Meridian 
 

National: June 24, 26, 29, 30 

-June 24, games @ TBA 

- June 26, 29, 30, games @ 

Friend 

Meridian Senior Legion Baseball Schedule 
June 3rd vs Geneva @ Geneva - 7:00 p.m. 

June 5th vs Lincoln Christian @ Lincoln East  - 7:30 p.m. 

June 12th  vs Geneva @ Daykin - 2:00 p.m. 

June 15th  vs Wymore @ Daykin - 7:30 p.m. 

June 18th vs Bennet @ Bennet - 2:00 p.m. 

June 24th  vs Adams @ Adams - 7:30 p.m. 

June 25th vs Wilber @ Wilber - 7:00 p.m. 

June 26th vs Edgar @ Daykin - 7:00 p.m. 

June 29th vs Bennet @ Daykin - 7:30 p.m. 

July 1st vs Edgar @ Edgar - 7:00 p.m. 

July 5th vs Hebron @ Daykin - 7:30 p.m. 

July 14th vs Wilber @ Daykin - 7:30 p.m. 

July 15th vs Wymore @ Wymore - 7:30 p.m. 

July 20th vs Adams @ Daykin - 7:30 p.m. 

July 22nd – July 27th Districts 
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